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GOVERNMENT'S 1910 REPORT. 


The United States Geological Survey’s press 
bulletin, just issued and prepared by Dr. David T. 
Day, in charge of the petroleum division, affords 
some interesting comparisons in advance of the 
detailed report in full. According to the bulletin 
the total production of the United States for 1910 
was 204,000,000 barrels in round numbers, divided 
into general divisions as follows: 

Barrels. 

32,000,000 

32,000,000 

WMiG-COMtIDONE: FOMIOR 620 ccinc cc ccccccsesaas 53,000,000 

Gulf Coast and Caddo fields............... 14,000,000 

Sie ea ea eee nr ea ear . 73,000,000 
Total 

The bulletin contains no comparative statements 
with 1909, but the figures given show an increase 
over that year of 22,000,000 barrels, the total pro- 
duction of 1909 having been 182,000,000 barrels. An 
analysis shows that California’s production in 1910 
increased 17,000,000 barrels, the Mid-Continent region 
(Oklahoma, Kansas, Caddo, Corsicana and Petrolia) 
increased about 10,000,000 barrels, while Illinois and 
the eastern fields declined enough to leave the total 
increase for all fields as stated above. The pro- 
duction of the United States in 1910 was two-thirds 
of the total production of the world and was several 
million barrels more than the entire world produced 
seven years ago. 

It may be said of the bulletin’s figures that they 
are slightly under those furnished by Tur JouRNAL 
and the several state reports made by mineralogical 
and geological survey departments. For instance, in 
California the United States Geological Survey gives 
73,000,000 barrels in 1910, while the state bureau, 


“Appalachian and Lima-Indiana fields...... 
Illinois 





Tue JOURNAL and several other agencies give it as | 


75,000,000 barrels, with a possible million barrels 
of miscellaneous production omitted. In Oklahoma 
and Kansas the UnitedStates bureau gives the 1910 
production as 53,000,000 barrels, nearly 1,000,000 
barrels more than THE JourNAL’s pipe line and 
carefully estimated reports show. In the Gulf 
Coast region and Caddo the government’s total of 
14,000,000 barrels tallies almost exactly with Tur 
JOURNAL’s figures, as do the figures given for IIli- 
nois and the Pennsylvania grade fields. For the 
grand total of the United States Tur JourNat finds 
the 1910 production to be 205,000,000 barrels, a 
million barrels greater than the government’s 
figures. 

During a period of eleven years ending with 1910, 
the United States produced 1,433,500,000 barrels of 
crude oil and in the same period the total production 
of the entire world was 2,256,250,000 barrels. In 
1909 Russia produced 65,970,350 barrels and in 1910 
it will be close to 60,000,000 barrels. Galicia was 
next to Russia in 1909, with 14,932,799 barrels, 
Sumatra, Java and Borneo ranking third among 
foreign countries with 11,041,852 barrels, and Rou- 
mania fourth with 9,321,138 barrels, India taking 
fifth place with 6,676,517 barrels. Mexico in 1909 
produced 2,488,742 barrels. Most of the important 
foreign producing countries increased their produc- 
tion in 1910. 








GOVERNMENT CONTROL. 


The proposed legislation by congress to empower 
the Department of the Interior and the president to 
have complete control over the disposition of all gov- 
ernment land containing deposits of oil, gas, coal, 
asphalt, phosphate and other mineral substances will 
very likely become a law. This assumption makes 
it advisable for every one interested in the exploita- 
tion of minerals to become familiar with the situa- 
tion and make provision to take all necessary pre- 
cautions to secure such advantage as is possible. 
There can be but little doubt that the proposed plan 
will be adopted, so that regrets and snubbings are 
useless. It is better to forget what might have been 
and get a grasp on what will be. 

In some respects the government plan is not so 
revolutionary as may be imagined. The two bills 
introduced contemplate terms that are not onerous 
as compared with common usage throughout oil 
fields. Any individual may make application to 
lease land in area from 20 to 160 acres for a term 
of fifty years and by the payment of $5 an acre a 
year may hold the land indefinitely without making 
any improvements. Should drilling result in secur- 
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ing oil a royalty of 10 per cent will be collected by | 


the government, such royalty in oil to be applied | 
against the cash rental collected. After the appli- 
cation of one person has been accepted no other 
application for the same tract will be entertained, | 
but the applicant must compete with any bids made | 
by others for the same tract. Thus far there is no 
difference in the proposed plan and present cus- | 
toms, with the advantage of a straight 10 per cent 
royalty in favor of the new method. The values put | 
upon the lands also are uniform and reasonable in 
comparison with some of the fancy prices paid by 
enthusiastic operators and tenderfeet back east. | 
The limited area permitted one applicant may seem 
trivial to those persons who try to monopolize the 
earth, but in looking over the developed oil and gas 
fields we see thousands of acres idle under lease or 
surrendered as a burden. 

The first result of the proposed plan would 
undoubtedly be to eliminate stock companies and 
promoters, which would be no hardship against 
legitimate producers of oil. Men and companies | 
possessing plenty of capital would also be prevented | 
from monopolizing all the acreage as against the | 
individual of limited means. The little fellow has | 
always complained of the big fellow hogging the 
| acreage and ought to be satisfied with the proposea 
| handicap. The first cost of getting in does not 
| appear to be more excessive, as outlined, than the 
| present rush for bargains. It is up to every appli- 
| cant to figure out the prospective worth of the) 
| desired tract, the same as is now generally done, 
j}and the alternative of drilling or waiting for a 
| neighbor to prove up the tract is more liberal than 
| present laws in every state, where the lessee is now | 
| compelled to offset every well and frequently is 
made to drill where there is no offset. The con- 
templated procedure merely eliminates the present 
go-as-you-please habit and establishes a uniform 
system, which has been frequently urged by con- 
servative operators in every field for years. 

The undesirable features of the legislation, as | 
THE JouRNAL sees it after watching government 
methods in Oklahoma for a few years, are the delay 
|} and the checks put upon lessees as to selling, sub- 
leasing and transferring their holdings. Govern- 
ment is a negative, repressive agency, whereas 
industrial development is aggressive and progres- 
sive, and the apparently unavoidable friction wears 
away an appreciable per cent of the energy of the 
individual and absorbs needed profits. The opposi- 
| tion of government to transfers also destroys part 
| of the invested capital and lessens the value of the 
| developed property. This feature is decidedly bad 








and is generally held to be in direct contravention of | 


| the doctrine of vested rights. In Oklahoma, where | 
the plan has been tried for some years, it has 
demonstrated itself to be a very serious handicap 


compelled or desires to take profits through sale and 
transfer or to avoid impending bankruptcy by forced 
holding of unprofitable investment. 
infrequent occurrence in Oklahoma that a desirable 
transfer has been delayed by the slow and unreason- 
able investigations of government agents so long 





jected to irreparable loss. Long experience insists 
that no law that may be devised can overcome the | 
distressingly slow methods of government, that at 
times seem less desirable than occasional dishonesty 
in an open field. This dilatoriness is really a very 
serious drawback to the new method, and if it can 
be in any way provided against it should be done. | 
Further advantage than this it is almost useless to | 
bope for or to try for. 

Our observation in Oklahoma has confirmed a 
belief in the absolute honesty of the average govern- 
ment agent of average authority, and that feature 
suggests no alarm. Here and there has appeared 
a little petty graft, the making of a few dollars by 
adroit manipulation of leases and bids for a favored 
person, but in the main the government’s handling | 
of oil and gas leases has been honest. Personal | 
contact with heads of departments and field men of 
authority has convinced us that that phase of the 
proposed legislation may be trusted to the govern-| 
ment’s agents safely. And had the agents on the) 


ground been permitted to close up matters with | 
which they were familiar quickly much of whatever | 





petty graft has drifted into the business could never | 


| tities and their production is increasing. 


It has been no} 


| that values have been dissipated and lessees sub- | 
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have gotten a start. Procrastination is a fruitful 
field for grafters in governmental activities. Cali- 
fornia, which just now is more directiy affected by 
the proposed legislation than any other state except 
the territory of Alaska, can learn much by studying 
the experience of Oklahoma and Indian Territory. 


TARIFFS ON PETROLEUM. 


The movement in congress to discuss the pro- 
position of a tariff on asphalt products renews the 
campaign that ended a year ago in the elimination 
of all tariffs on petroleum and its products, asphalt 
being a petroleum unit and product. The tariff, as 
a principle and in its subsidiary factors, is not 
susceptible of unprejudiced discussion, and it is not 
intended to discuss it here, but there can be no 
doubt that of the many discriminations that have 
grown out of the imposition and elimination of 
protective tariffs the discrimination agaihst petro- 


|leum, crude and products, has been as coarse as 


any. Petroleum is produced in commercial quan- 
tities in so many foreign countries that if there is 
any virtue at all in protective tariffs it must be 
admitted that crude and refined oils are as much 
entitled to consideration at the hands of the United 
States government as cotton, lumber, hides or any 
other commodity, because, with the single exception 
of cotton, petroleum enters into exports more than 
any other one commodity. 

Mexico, Trinidad, Russia, Roumania and India 
produce asphaitum products in commercial quan- 
Wholly 
aside from the question of present menace to 
American asphalt industries the principle of gov- 


;}ernment protection to its own products should be 
|; applied without discrimination. 


The fact that it is 
not so applied is a strong argument for the elimina- 
tion of it altogether, from a free trade angle of 
view. Asphalt is an article of common use that 


| will increase in volume under normal conditions. 


California is the largest producer of purely asphalt 
material and the promise of a large production in 
Mexico is not viewed pleasantly by the California 
producers, even if American interests are largely 
interested in the production and shipment of Mexi- 
can asphalt. Texas and Louisiana are also affected 
by the Mexican prospects. 

If every protective tariif levied by the United 


States was abandoned and absolute free trade 
established commerce would adapt itself to new 


conditions, after the first disturbance and upsetting 
of existing trade, and we will not be drawn into.a 
political argument as to the equity or propriety of 
the abolition or increase of the tax. But we do 
insist that it is manifestly unfair to force one class 
of producers and manufacturers to compete with 
foreign commodities unaided while other classes of 


to the individual of limited means who is either | Producers and manufacturers are protected going 


and coming. The government has seen fit to drop 
petroleum and its products into the political sewer 
and people interested in the production and manu- 
facture of oil have helped dig the sewer. The dis- 
pute probably comes under the head of family rows, 
and may be unseemly and uncalled for, but as long 
as we are to have a protective tariff oil and asphalt 
are entitled to their share of whatever benefits 
result from tariffs. If it is a benign blessing the 
oil producer and manufacturer should enjoy it and 
if it is a skin game they are still in on the rake-off 
by all the rules of the game. 


EXPORTS OF OIL IN DECEMBER. 
Though more illuminating oil was exported in 


| December, 1910, than in the same month of the pre- 


vious year, the proceeds of these export sales were 
considerably reduced, market values being lower 
in December than for some time previous. This is 
the first month, however, in which the exports have 
shown an increase over 1909 and current advices 


|from marketing centers indicate that improvement 


in the trade may be looked for. The American 
refiners who are conducting a strenuous commercial 


| warfare abroad are evidently holding their own and 


it is to be hoped that the coming months will show ° 
encouragement for the producer, who is cited to 
export tables when he urges an advance in price of 
the crude product. 
“The exports of illuminating oil in December 
were 78,189,467 ‘gallons, valued at $4,257,644, as 














2 


~ 


against 78,158,814 gallons in December, 1909, valued 
at $5,053,626, a gain of 30,653 gallons and a loss 
in value of $795,982. The comparative table of 
exports of illuminating oil for the past three years 
is of interest and is as follows: 


Gallons, Value. 
2 Seer et eee 1,120,638,415 $75,382,282 
1909 1,039,742,219 67,323,836 
Bee Sas seeek ky ue ese bee 932,343,617 55,054,084 


In naphthas the total for December, 1910, was 
8,072,711 gallons, valued at $643,491, while for the 
closing month of 1909 the totals were 3,381,842 
gallons and $308,546, an increase of 4,690,869 gal- 
lons and $334,491. All of this gain was from the 
ports of New York and Philadelphia, the two divid- 
ing the increase pretty evenly. Port Arthur shows 
a pronounced loss on this item. The advance in 
naphthas has been consistently maintained during 
the past three years, the summaries showing: 


Gallons. Value. 
—, See 36,292,418 $3,809,559 
SEY a a 57,555,061 4,814,498 
| eee 79,059,528 6,485,686 


In the item of crude oil the total export for 
December last was 12,153,859 gallons, valued at 
$348,695, while for December, 1909, the totals were 
10,132,526 gallons, valued at $303,915, an increase 
of 2,021,333 gallons and of $44,780. The largest 
increase for the year was at San Francisco, which 
had 17,704,491 gallons more than in December, 1909; 
New York had a slight increase and Galveston is 
credited with 1,910,483 gallons, none being shipped 
from this port in 1909. Figures for the past three 
years are as follows: 


Gallons. Value. 
og Te 99,446,946 $4,960,874 
1909 128,239,923 4,669,276 
a PP Se ae 119,630,159 3,572,252 


In lubricating and paraffine oils the account for 
December was less encouraging. The total exports 
were 12,674,170 gallons, valued at $1,603,369, a loss 
of 2,111,130 gallons and of $223,997 in value. The 
gain in the past three years has been comparatively 
small. In 1908, 144,612,947 gallons’ brought 
$18,462,208; in 1909, 157,147,914 gallons brought 
$19,102,617, and in 1910, 158,866,676 gallons were 
valued at $20,044,921. 

The loss on residuum was greater, the figures 
being 3,896,220 gallons and $116,626 for December 
last, against 11,263,599 gallons valued at $401,618 a 
year ago, being a loss of 7,367,379 gallons and of 
$284,992. 
but a decided falling off when compared with 1909. 
In 1908 there was exported 73,829,785 gallons 
valued at $2,666,680; in 1909, 114,109,989 gallons 
brought $3,965,963, and in 1910, 107,095,460 gallons 
were valued at $3,414,376. 

The totals of all mineral oils were 114,986,427 
gallons, valued at $6,969,371 for last December, and 
for the corresponding month in 1909 they were 
117,722,081 gallons and $7,895,071, a decrease of 
2,735,654 gallons and of $925,700. For the year the 
adverse balance was heavy, being 99,799,666 gallons 
and $11,304,871 less than for 1909. Compared with 
1908 the loss was 77,825,071 gallons and $16,710,284. 
The figures in detail of the exports of mineral oils, 
which embraces about 96 per cent of the exports 
from all ports, for the past three years, are as 
follows: 


‘ Gallons. Value. 
SPER ba ws seb ehs an vy dis evies), Ae rE $105,281,603 
oo ee 1,496,795,106 99,876,190 
1910 ,396,995,440 88,571,319 


OIL FOR CANADIAN STEAMERS. 

Consul Abraham E. Smith, of Victoria, reports 
that the Canadian steamers sailing from this port in 
coasting service, including two steamers belonging 
to the Grand Trunk Pacific railway and seven 
steamers carrying the flag of the Canadian Pacific 
railway, are all about to be converted into oil 
burners. 

Two American steamers, which occasionally 
come to this port, belonging to the Puget Sound 
Navigation Company, have been using oil fuel very 
successfully for two years past, and the tests made 
and reported by competent engineers have finally 
satisfied the Canadian companies that oil is not only 
better, but vastly more economical than coal. Sev- 
eral Japanese turbine liners, which call at this and 
other Pacific ports, have used oil fuel for years. 

The use of oil fuel by the coast steamers will, 
it is stated, reduce the fireroom staff on each vessel 
by two-thirds, the stokers being eliminated. The 
cost of the oil itself is practically as great as coal, 
but the saving of labor, of weight carried, and in 
hauling, etc., is great. The supply of oil is to be 
kept at Vancouver and Seattle, where large tanks 
for storage of sufficient oil for the company’s 
steamers will be maintained. All the company’s 
steamers call at Seattle or Vancouver, and they will 


Residuum shows an increase over 1908, 
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take on their supply of oil at one or the other of 
these ports. 

For about two years the Canadian Pacific railway 
has had an offer from the Standard Oil Company to 
supply oil at a fixed price covering a long term of 
years, and has finally determined to equip all coast 
steamers for oil fuel as rapidly as possible, during 
the winter season (two are already so changed), 
and probably also the Empress liners, which sail 
across the Pacific. It is even intimated that it is 
probable the locomotives of the Pacific division of 
the Canadian Pacific railway may also be converted 
to burn oil. 








OUT ON BOND. 





A. A. Truskett, who shot and killed John D. S. 
Neely at Caney, last Saturday morning, after being 
placed under $12,000 bond by a Caney justice of the 
peace, was re-arrested and placed under $60,000 
bond by an Independence justice, which bond was 
made, Truskett remaining in jail one hour. At 
Caney and Barilesville, where the family is well 
known, there appears to be an effort to make 
Truskett out a much-abused man, and that he had 
no recourse but to kill Mr. Neely to get even with 
the Wichita Gas Company, the story being that the 
gas company had robbed Truskett of his entire 
wealth. This kind of talk and sentiment is very 
reprehensible, but is always popular with quite a 
per cent of the people in many communities in the 
United States, especially in the southwest, where 
the taking of human life is not regarded as a very 
serious crime. In this particular case no one should 
hesitate to call it plain murder, assassination is 
perhaps the better term, but even with this admitted 
much allowance must be made for the idiosyncrasies 
of jurors, who are of the same clay of the men who 
kill when they are piqued in business or social 
association. Many men are so delicately organized 
that their hearts overflow with sympathy for the 
man whom they know when he kills some one whom 
they do not know, human life having no value in 
their line of sympathetic reasoning unless inti- 
mately connected with themselves. 





| LITTLE 
| FLIGHTS 








There is a frown across the brow of the exporter 
of American petroleum products when he reads the 
statistics. 





The guessing contest over the Barnsdall sale 
has the newspaper subscription contests backed off 
the paved streets. 


If it would only rain in the Mid-Continent oil 
fields the producers and contractors would soon 
close up the Mexican war sideshow. 

sala ea aes ‘ 

President Taft’s plan to monopolize government 
oil lands and sublease to individuals, as the whims 
of politicians dictate, is as lumpy as boarding-house 
mush. 


There seems to be something simmering in the 
Producers Transportation Company in California. 
Whether it’s too much money or too little has not 
yet developed. 


Where will the next oil field be? is the 1911 
salutation. Mexico has the first call, but Alberta, 
in western Canada, Wyoming, Utah, Alabama and 
northwest Texas, are calling the wildcatters. 





The insurgent statisticians have made out a 
plain case that the daily production of the Okla- 
homa oil fields is 37,000 bbls. less than the daily 
consumption—on paper. The remedy would seem 
to be—more paper. 


When General Wickersham corrals the sugar 
trust we hope he will go after the laundry trust 
and fix it so people can get their clothes back before 
they go out of style. The laundry drivers’ trust is 
the biggest cinch we know of. 





January 16 was made a date for the assistant 
secretary of the Interior Department to meet a com- 
mittee of Oklahoma oil producers, or any other 
interested people, to discuss the leasing arrange- 
ments for the Osage reservation surplus. 





It seems that Vinton, Louisiana, is about to 
interfere seriously with the reputation of Caddo, 
Louisiana, as an oil field. The attention of the 
Louisiana Conservation Commission is directed to 
this attempt to detract from the snap of the Caddo 
Parish Board royalties. 


|| bring suit to forfeit the charters in Texas of the 2 





Thursday, 


Senator Vandeventer, chairman of the Okla. 
homa senate committee on oil and gas, has intro. 
duced a bill to prevent the pollution of Oklahoma 
streams by oil and salt water. It may be said in 
extenuation of oil producers that in this time of | 
great drouth there would be much less water in 
many streams if it were not for the salt water from 
oil weils. Half the boilers in the field are running | 
on salt water. 


Corn starch is a harmless ingredient of ice © 
cream, but when all the restaurants use it in making ~ 
pies that are labeled apple, mince, cherry and other 
popular brands, it becomes a great imposture, sanc. 
tioned by the pure food laws. We are making a 
fight on fake eatables. Substitutes in what we eat 
are the meanest frauds of all, and restaurants 
should be forced to label their fakes truthfully. 
We can stand Indian Territory booze if we can 
only get real pies. 





The Western Land and Development Company, 
Dallas, Texas, is advertising land for sale near 
Toyah, Texas, a possible oil field. It says that ‘$10 
buys an oil tract—may soon be worth $1,000.” Any 
one may send $3 as first payment, balance in thirty 
days. An old Spindletop picture is used to show 
how many wells may be drilled on a small space. 
It is a rank humbug, of course, and the postoffice 
department’s attention is called to the company’s 
use of the mails. 


In Oregon, in Missouri, or in Wisconsin, one 
will pay ten cents for one apple nowadays at any 
fruit stand. How can poor people live on fruit? © 
What particular corporation is responsible for the © 
excessive cost of apples? And how can the high — 
cost of living be reduced in this particular food? © 
We can all remember, not so very long ago, when — 
one gallon of kerosene would have bought four 
pounds of beefsteak, and we are all awake to the ~ 
fact that today one pound of beefsteak will buy — 
four or five gallons of kerosene, but for heaven’s — 
sake, don’t mention it to any government sleuth. “a 

The last official act of Governor Campbell, of — 
Texas, was to order Attorney General Lightfoot to — 








Missouri, Kansas and Texas and the International 8 
and Great Northern railroad companies and practi- — 
cally every other trunk line in Texas, alleging viola- 
tion of the Texas laws prohibiting the ownership 
and control of Texas lines by interstate corpora- 
tions and failure to maintain separate headquarters — 
in Texas. If the governor’s aliegations are true it 
may be said that they are deucedly important and © 
ought to be looked into. If not true—well—gitap. 







Our advice to young men is not to monkey with 
small fakes, but throw themselves into the big ones. — 
One of the biggest and most profitable fakes is | 
prize fights and wrestling—dubs are plentiful and © 
cheap and suckers bite quicker. Cornstalk syrup ~ 
and malted foods form another prolific field—people 
eat anything that is advertised. Barber schools are © 
a good graft—nothing but a bigger graft in safety ~ 
razors can beat it. The old reliables, oil company — 
promotions, are sure winners, but with a rest of © 
two years they will be refertilized. Don’t be cheap, — 
boys—be strong of nerve and arm, and you'll get © 
the mazuma.,. ie 


When Charles H. Markham was president of the | 
Gulf Refining Company he undoubtedly had his— 
share of troubles which ordinarily come to the head 
of a growing and energetic concern. He had a 
clever corps of assistants and together they could 
generally iron out any troubles which came along. 
But he never had to deal with the Chicago Anti 
Smoke league, which the women of Chicago have 
organized to compel the IHinois Central to abate the 
smoke nuisance along the lake front. The league 
welcomed Mr. Markham to Chicago with a demand 
that he get busy on the smoke job at once—and it — 
is quite likely that they will wear out their welcome ~ 
before there is any peace for the new Illinois Cen- © 
tral president. ‘ 


The report of the state auditor of Oklahoma, © 
just issued, covering two years, from November, | 
1907, to November, 1909, contains a list of com- 
panies and individuals producing oil and natural © 
gas in the state. According to the report there. was 
turned in for taxation a total of 49,000,000 bbls. of 
crude oil, not quite 25,000,000 bbls. a year, with 
several pipe line producers omitted, their production 
having been rendered with stocks. These figures | 
do not include royalty oil, as producers claimed the 
owner of the royalty oil should pay the tax on his 
own property. By advice of the attorney general, 
the auditor did not serve tax warrants for the 
inforcement of this royalty tax item, as suits weré 
pending to test the constitutionality of the revenue 
laws in other directions. 
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BRANCHES BRANCHES 
INDEPENDENCE BARTLESVILLE 
roman sea CHELSEA 
KANSAS NOWATA 
BEAUMONT RAMONA 
HUMBLE TULSA 
TEXAS DELAWARE 
OKMULGEE 
SHREVEPORT 
LOUISIANA OKLAHOMA 


ROTARY DRILLING RIGS 


WHICH DO THE BEST WORK UNDER ALL CONDITIONS 
ARE EQUIPPED WITH 


B. & Q. 40-H.P. “TEXAS SPECIAL” BOILERS 


AND ———"= — 


KNOWLES IMPROVED SLUSH PUMPS 


=-SOLD ONLY BY 


The Since Senne Company, of Kansas 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies of Every Description The National Tube Co.’s Special Rotary Drill Pipe 
Casing, Tubing, Line and Drive Pipe Boilers, Steam and Gas Engines, Darling Gate Valves 
Wire and Manila Drilling Cables and Rope 











= =ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE NATIONAL PORTABLE DRILLING RIGS 


Headquarters: INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS Main Office for Southwest: BEAUMONT, TEXAS 











SNOW én a Pressure Oil Line 
Pumping Engines 
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TRADE NOTES 





Orders for 75 tank-cars have been placed by the 
Great Northern Railroad, and further business for 
sizable lines is still pending. 

Bids will be opened January 19 by the city of 
Douglas, Ariz., covering two crude oil engines, each 
of 110 horsepower and of 750 gallons per minute 
capacity. 

In its report to the state of Oklahoma, the Gulf 
Pipe Line Company states that its Oklahoma runs 
for 1910 amounted to 7,903,014 bbls., a daily average 
of 21,657 bbls. 

One of the representatives of the French syndi- 
eate that has been negotiating with T. N. Barnsdall 
is in Tulsa looking over the properties of Charles 
Page, around Taneha, but there is no option on it. 

The Penn Oil Company, of St. Louis, was practi- 
cally wiped out by fire Sunday morning last. Seven 
tanks, containing over 30,000 gallons of gasoline 
and benzine, valued at over $25,000, were destroyed. 
No insurance. 

It is reported that the Indian Refining Company 
has about completed taking right-of-way for. a pipe 
line from Lawrenceville to Cairo, Ill., a distance of 
about 125 miles. The intended character of the 
line is not known. 

A large plant for the manufacture of gasoline 
engines is contemplated by interests identified with 
the Kansas City Pump Company. A large tract of 
ground has been purchased and it is expected that 
work will soon be started. 

The Bury Gas Products Company has been 
organized at Marietta, O., with a capital of $50,000, 
by E. E. Knox, Pittsburg; R. F. Carlstrom, Lewis 
Ralston, R. E. Bills, Parkersburg, W. Va., and J. H. 
King, Marietta, O. The object of the company is 
to consolidate the gasoline from gas industry. 

An European commission agent informs an 
American consul that he would like to hear from 
an American manufacturer of iron gas fittings. 
Correspondence may be in English, and addresses 
will be supplied by the bureau of manufactures, 
Department of Commerce and Labor, No. 6,104. 

Seasonable dullness in the line pipe trade con- 
tinues. Orders being booked are for small quan- 
tities, accompanied with requests for prompt deliv- 
ery. Gas interests in Pittsburg have placed an 
order for 13 miles of 16-inch pipe. Discounts on 
iron and steel pipe are being fairly well adhered to. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey at Bayonne, 
the number of directors was increased to fifteen 
by the addition to the board of O. T. Waring. The 
retiring directors were re-elected. Mr. Waring has 
been connected with the company for thirty years, 
during which time he has held a number.of official 
positions. , 

The Standard Oil Company is equipping its 
Louisiana main line stations with De La Vergne oil 
burning engines, having installed these engines at 
Moore and Flora, and equipping Ida and Bunkie at 
this time. Steam plants were formerly used and as 
a comparison the two stations equipped with the 
oil engines used each 1,000 barrels of fuel less in 
December than the two using steam. 

An 11,000-ton motor-boat is soon to ply between 
New York, Rotterdam and Libau, Russia. The 
vessel will carry 1,600 passengers and 8,000 tons of 
cargo. Oil for fuel will be carried in the cellular 
double-bottom of the ship, and will be pumped up to 
smaller tanks that will supply it to the motors. 
About 7,000 horse power will be developed and 
17 knots will be made, it is claimed. 


The Panama canal is largely responsible for an 
increase of more than fifty per cent in the price 
of glycerin, according to United States Consul 
Albert Halstead, at Birmingham, Eng. A scarcity 
of fats and oils, component parts of glycerin, is 
also claimed as a cause. In the last eighteen 
months the price has been gradually advanced, until 
it reached $24.33 per long ton, the highest price 
ever recorded. 

The Peden Iron and Steel Company, of Houston 
and San Antonio, issued a neat souvenir. com- 
memorating the tenth annual convention of the 
company’s employes, held in Houston. The booklet 
contains a list of all the employes, with the date 
on which they entered service of the company, pro- 
gram of the convention and some trite quotations 
applicable to the company’s slogan, “the house of 
opportunities.” 

The substitution of oil for coal as fuel on Pan- 
ama railroad locomotives is said to have resulted 





in economy and traveling comfort. The conversion 
of burners costs $340. There is a saving of about 50 
cents per 100 miles in passenger service, and $2.80 
in freight service. The engines are giving far bet- 
ter service with the oil burners, as the maximum of 
steam can be had at all times, insuring higher ton- 
nage and no delays for lack of steam. 

The Trinity Valley Oil and Gas Company has 
been organized with a capital stock of $10,000. 
John B. Peyton is president, and the following con- 
stitute the board of directors: W. A. Bell, E. C. 
Arledge and J. C. Mansell, of Trinity; B. C. Arm- 
strong, of Nacogdoches, and C. H. Kenley and B. A. 
Platt, of Groveton. The officers of the company 
state they will start drilling a test well for oil, 
about one mile east of Trinity, Texas, within thirty 
days. 

Charles T. Madison, of Muskogee, Okla., is work- 
ing on an oil refinery at Fort Smith, Ark., with 
Muskogee and Fort Smith associates. His plan is 
to ship Muskogee crude down the Arkansaw river 
to Fort Smith by barge. Mr. Madison established 
the Muskogee Oil Refining Company when the Mus- 
kogee field was first opened, seven years ago, mov- 
ing the plant from Corsicana, Texas, where he was 
associated with Capt. James Garrity, of Corsicana, 
and the Abeels of Waco. 


People returning from Pittsburg bring the 
advice that the Barnsdall deal with the French 
people has been closed, at least the French syndi- 
cate has accepted the option and is working on the 
title papers. A number of Oklahoma properties, 
production and big blocks of leases, that have been 
accepted by the French people in addition to the 
Barnsdall holdings, have also been accepted, the 
persons interested say, and there seems to be con- 
siderable activity among the managers and owners 
of the properties involved. 

The Tulsa Boiler and Sheet Iron Works have a 
contract to put up a 55,000-bbl. iron tank on the 
island of Trinidad for an English company. George 
Krim will have the job and probably the first man 
he will meet there will be Roy McCormick, of 
Bluffton, Ind., who is in charge of the Oil Well 
Supply Company’s business there. Mr. Krim, sen- 
ior and James McCormick, of Bartlesville, Okla., 
father of Roy, were schoolmates near Franklin, Pa. 
The petroleum world is indeed small—so small that 
not even a toolie can lose himself. 

Experts in oil, gas and mining properties are to 
be employed by the tax commission of Ohio, in an 
effort to get properties of this nature on the tax 
duplicate at something like their money value, all 
of which is in pursuance of a fixed policy of so 
increasing the appraised value of real and personal 
property that all the various units of the state can 
live on the revenues that will be derived from a 1 
per cent tax levy, which it believes the present 
legislature will establish. It is said that there are a 
number of mining and oil and gas properties not on 
the duplicate at all. 

Ground has been purchased and lines for 
switches run in Tulsa for the erection of a ware- 
house and machine and supply shop, by the Prairie 
Oil and Gas Company, for its own convenience. 
The shop will likely be a brick structure of con- 
siderable dimensions. The company’s field opera- 
tions are increasing all the time and it has need 
for such a plant at Tulsa. It has a warehouse at 
Independence and one at Neodesha, and a shop at 
Humbolt, Kas., mostly for pipe line and pump 
station work, where fittings, small pipe and supplies 
are kept, but the Tulsa plant will be used to a 
greater extent for drilling tools and production sup- 
plies in Oklahoma. The Gulf Pipe Line Company 
and The Texas Company maintain warehouses and 
shops also. 

Three of the latest built torpedo boat destroyers, 
the Paulding, Terry and Roe, are at anchor for a 
few days’ visit in New Orleans harbor. In coming 
up from the mouth of the river they averaged about 
18 knots an hour, at times making even 25 knots, 
using two boilers only. They are all oil-burners, 
each vessel carrying 70,000 gallons of oil. The only 
coal aboard is seven tons for galley use. The ships 
are 294 feet in length by 27 feet in width. They 
are equipped with four Norman boilers and eleven 
burners, each having Parsons turbines. Their record 
speed, made by the Paulding, is 33 9/10 knots an 
hour, and according to their officers they are the 
fastest ships in the navy. They have not yet been 
accepted by the government, being on test voyage. 
The flotilla is due in New York, with its final report, 
early in March. 


Deliveries on the 6,000,000 barrels of fuel oil con- 
tract between the Central Fuel Oil Company of 
Oklahoma and the Southern Pacific railroad will 
begin as soon after the first of February as possible. 
The Central Company will deliver the oi] to The 
Texas Company in Oklahoma and this company will 





run the oil to its Dallas refinery, where it will be 
treated, the Southern Pacific getting the residuum, 
The contract calls for deliveries at Miller’s switch, 
a station five miles south of Dallas, of 126,666% 
barrels each month and 40,000 barrels per month 
delivered to the company’s steel storage at Houston, 
The Texas Company will run the oil through its 
main line to Humble, thence through a 6-inch line 
to Houston, this line having been laid several 
months. The contract also calls for loading at Cor. 
sicana if necessary. Deliveries will be made so the 
entire 6,000,000 barrels will cover a period of three 
years. This is one of the largest contracts ever 
made in this part of the country. e 

D. W. Franchot & Co. (N. V. V. Franchot and 
his son Douglas W.), announce that they have pur- 
chased the rights to make gasoline from casing- 
head gas by means of the patented process of the 
Liquified Gas Company, of Bolivar, N. Y., the pur. 
chase covering all territory in the United States 
west of the Mississippi river and foreign countries. 
They are hastening the completion of one of these | 
plants on their oil lease at Kiefer, Okla., and when 
finished desire oil producers to inspect the plant 
and its working and will furnish any explanations 
and information desired. The Kiefer plant will 
handle 200,000 cubic feet of gas a day. They say | 
that casing-head gas coming with crude oil carries 
from two to three gallons of gasoline per 1,000 feet. © 
It is the purpose of Franchot & Co. to sell outright 7 
for a stated price a complete plant for making 
water white gasoline of 86 degrees Beaume or 
higher, They already have four gasoline plants in © 
operation on their Kiefer lease. 


A six-inch pipe line is being laid from Sycamore, ct 


south of Neodesha, to Cherryvale, to supply the ~ 


Edgar Zinc Company’s lead and zinc smeiting plant, ~ 
one of the largest in the southwest, with oil for | 
fuel, its gas supply being greatly reduced. The 
Prairie Oil and Gas Company is laying the line, § 
and the Standard Oil refinery at Neodesha will 
likely furnish the residuum. There is a six-inch 
line from the Neodesha refinery to a point two 
miles south of Independence, Kas., to supply the 
Santa Fe railroad with residuum for its locomotives, 
until recently most of the fuel oil having been 
loaded in tank cars and shipped to Purcell, Okla. © 
for use on the northern division of the Gulf, Colo- 
rado and Santa Fe railroad (a Santa Fe line’ from 
Purcell to Galveston, Texas. The Cherryvale line 
will tap this line at Sycamore. The Cherryvale 
brick plants have also put in oil burners to supple- 
ment declining gas, as have practically all 
cement and smelting plants and brick plants in 
Kansas. Some oil is also being used in the Joplin © 
district. 

C. D. Chamberlain, of Cleveland, O., secretary of © 
the National Petroleum Association, has filed a 
protest with the interstate commerce commission, 
against the proposed advance in freight rates east 
of the Mississippi river. Mr. Chamberlain claims 


the proposed advance will benefit the Standard Oil ~ 


Company at the expense of the independents. In © 
his brief he contends that the railroads propose to ~ 
advance the rates on less than carload shipments 
of petroleum and its products about 20 per cent 
and on carload shipments an average of about 
10 per cent. In certain cases a greater advance is | 
contemplated. In one instance, it is stated, the © 
rate from the Pennsylvania district to Chicago will | 
be advanced 121%4 per cent on carload lots. 
If these proposed rates are allowed, the brief 
says, it will : 
independent petroleum industry. It is said to be © 
exceedingly difficult under the present basis of ~ 
freight rates for the independent refinery to suc- © 
cessfully compete with the Standard Oil Company 
The statement is also made that the market price of © 
oil has declined so that the great bulk of the oil © 


refined by the members of the National Petroleum ~ 


Association is sold at an absolute loss. The claim 
is also made that the Standard Oil Company by vir- © 
tue of its pipe lines has an immense advantage over | 
the independents in the handling of oil. The peti- 
tioners ask the Interstate Commerce Commission 
to order that the proposed increase of rates be per- | 
manently suspended. B 
Beginning Monday, January, 23, the Midland 
Valley railroad will start its “Oil Special” daily © 
train from Tulsa to Pawhuska, county-site of the 
Osage reservation, to accommodate the increasing 
travel in that direction. The train leaves Tulsa at 
6:55 in the.morning, arrives at Pawhuska.at 9:05, 
and leaves Pawhuska for Tulsa at 3:55, arriving in | 
Tulsa at 6 o’clock. This train traverses the Bird 
creek oil fields all the distance, and will be a great 
convenience, making connection with the Katy road 


‘north and south at Nelagony, eight miles east of 


Pawhuska. In this connection it may be stated that 
the business interests of Tulsa and Cleveland are 
now working with the Katy officials to induce them 
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to put on an oil field train from Tulsa to Cleveland. 
Recent developments at Osage Junction and Cleve- 
land have caused much travel in that direction, and 
the train would serve many interests. The local 
representatives of the Katy recommended the 
increased service. These oil field trains have been 
the best money-makers the railroads have. The 
Santa Fe road was the first to put an oil flyer on, 
from Chanute, Kas., to Independence, then to Bar- 
tlesville, and finally to Tulsa. The Katy followed 
with one from Parsons to Coffeyville and Bartles- 
ville, and the Frisco experimented with one from 
Tulsa to the Glenn pool, which did such a business 
that it was extended to Okmulgee and Muskogee. 
The Midland Valley road also put on an oil train 
from Tulsa to Glenn pool. The Missouri Pacific 
and the Iron Mountain roads last spring put on an 
oil train from Independence to Wagoner, via Coffey- 
ville, Nowata and Claremore. Tulsa is the center 
from which more people operate in the oil business 
than any other town and all these special trains run 
in and out of there. 





PERSONAL MENTION | 


Grant G. Gillette, formerly of the Cleveland Oil 
Company, has gone to New York for two weeks. 

Jas. H. Caldwell, former mayor of Titusville, Pa., 
is in Shreveport on matters connected with his 
property in the Caddo field. 

C. H. Burdick, formerly of the United Crude Oil 
Company, in California, has become general field 
manager of the Guaranty Oil Company. 

Louis A. Dennig, president of the Busch-Everett 
Company, reached Shreveport Sunday, and is cover- 
ing the Caddo field on an inspection trip. 

R. J. Topliffe. who has been representing The 
Texas Company, at Sour Lake, Tex., has been 
transferred to the same company’s plant at Port 
Arthur. 

Capt. John Barneson, president of the Esperanza. 
Consolidated Company, of Coalinga and Midway, is 
in London endeavoring to sell the property to 
British capital. 

L. P. Hammond, who drilled both of the Guffey 
big producers in the Vinton, La., field, has resigned 
to take a drilling job with the Producers Oil Com- 
pany in the same field. 


W. V. Robson resigned as president of the Caddo 
Levee Board and J. M. Robinson was appointed 
president pro tem. S. A. Dickson, ex-mayor of 
Shreveport and a prominent Red River planter, was 
appointed to the vacancy. 

W. H. Hydrick, of Oakland City, Ind., interested 
there with Michael Murphy, is visiting his Okla 
homa interests, accompanied by Dick Veitch, who 
has a test well at Nashville, I1]., on the sand. 

Bob Haggerty, who was severely injured in 2 
runaway at Oil City, La., the day before Christmas, 
is able to be out. It was feared for awhile that Mr. 
Haggerty might lose his life. As it was he lost a 
large piece of his skull. 

G. W. Parish, field man for the Gypsy Oil Com- 
pany, has returned to Tulsa from a holiday visit to 
his former home, Beaumont, Texas, where he was 
interested in production. He was accompanied by 
Mrs. Parish and the boy. 

J. W. Scott spent a day or two in Tulsa during 
the week. “Jim” has recently been in the Reelfoot 
lake country in Tennessee, where he has some 
holdings, and makes Shreveport his rest resort. He 
also has a little Alabama “dope.” 

C. F. DeGolier, the well known contractor, has 
returned to Oklahoma, after a holiday visit with 
Mrs. DeGolier and the children, at Cambridge 
Springs, Pa. His tools are running in the Preston 
and Tiger Flats districts, and ke gets his mail at 
Preston. 

W. A. Green, for many yezrs associated with 
John W. Gates and recently southern manager of 
the Republic Iron and Steel Company, with head- 
quarters at Birmingham, Ala., has resigned to take 
the position of comptroller with The Texas Com 
pany at Houston. 

A. W. Gilbert, of Haileybury, Ont., is spending 
some time in St. Louis looking up a business propo- 
sition in which he is interested. Mr. Gilbert was 
one of the early operators in the Gulf Coast fields 
and keeps in touch with operations there, as well as 
in other districts where he has acreage. 

B. F. Smith, of Pittsburg, Pa., is visiting his son, 
Arthur, with the Frick-Reid Supply Company at 
Tulsa, Okla., and is getting enjoyment from the 
Oklahoma weather, which is much pleasanter to 
Pennsylvania people in the winter than during the 
sunny days of July and August. 





| Kas., stopped in St. Louis on their way east. 
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D. C. Sullivan, of Pasadena, California, who has 
just been elected president of the Los Angeles 
Stock Exchange, among other oil interests is a 
heavy stockholder in the Central of Whittier, of 
which he is a director. The Exchange has under- 
gone quite a shaking up as a consequence of the 
Cleveland scandal. 

B. L. Love, of Bartlesville, and E. T. Johnson, of 
Bradford, Pa., were callers at Tuk JourNAL office 
this week, en route east. Mr. Johnson was lucky 
in escaping the accident which resulted in destruc- 
tion of W. H. Johnson’s car near Bartlesville, ill- 
ness deterring him from the ride. He reports Mrs. 
W. H. Johnson as recovering from the shock. 

Moses Weinberger, of Guthrie, has organized a 
company of Guthrie people to drill a deep test for 
gas and oil at Guthrie, with considerable acreage 
leased. A fund of $10,000 has been raised for the 
work. Several years ago R. H. Hardenburgh drilled 
a test to 2,800 feet at Meridian, ten miles southeasi 
of Guthrie, in which a showing of gas was found. 

A. R. Jones and E. L. Foster, of Independence 
Mr. 
Jones is interested in oil production in the Kansas 
fields and Mr. Foster is interested in nothing but 
gas. He drilled up some good gas territory in Mont- 


-| gomery county, Kansas, and is liable to be found 


wherever there is an opportunity to get into the gas 
game. 

John M. Arters, general sales agent of the Ajax 
Iron Works, Pittsburg, Pa., and L. F. Bliss, secre 
tary of the same company, Corry, Pa., were callers 
at Tue JourNnat office, on their way to the Mid. 
Continent, Texas and California fields. They report 
the trade in machinery quite lively and through its 
various agencies the Ajax is getting its share of the 
business. ? 

J. C. McMahon has resigned from the Louisiana 
Company at Shreveport to accept a position with 
the Mexico Fuel Oil Conipany, with headquarters at 
Tampico, Mexico. Mr. McMahon had been with the 
Louisiana Company for three years, holding the 
position of superintendent when he resigned. The 
office force presented him with a traveling bag. 
toilet set and a gold-headed umbrella. 


G. W. Bettes, who has been in charge of the 
National Supply Company’s store at Chanute, Kas., 
since the Kansas field was opened, has been trans 
ferred to Independence, Kas.. where he will have 
charge of the company’s store and local business, 
which is also the company’s western headquarters. 
Mr. Bettes is originally from Canada and drifted 
through those fields into the eastern fields of the 
United States and is a thoroughly informed mar 
on petroleum matters. He is a brother-in-law ot 
H. H. Argue, of Buffalo, N. Y., interested in Mid- 
Continent production with O. R. Compton, of Inde 
pendence. 

B. G. Dawes, who has been looking after the 
Vivian Oil Company property in the Caddo field 
while C. W. Lemon, secretary of the above company 
is away on a visit, left for Little Rock, Ark., Jan 
uary 12, and met the officers and directors of the 
Arkansas Natural Gas Company, Mr. Dawes being 
a large stockholder in the company, also owning the 
gas plant in Little Rock. January 14 was Mr. 
Dawes’ birthday, being 41 years old on that date. 
W. C. Wolff, superintendent of the Wolff Drilling 
Company, R. W. Mclivane, local manager of the 
Arkansas Gas Company, and C. W. Lemon attended 
the celebration. 

W. M. Dunham, the statistician and traveler. of 
vil fields in the United States, Canada and Mexico, 
is en route to Tampico, Mexico, where he expects to 
remain some time. Born in the heart of the Penn- 
sylvania oil fields, Mr. Dunham’s earliest work was 
around oil and gas wells and he has followed the 
business and the fields ever since, from tool-dress- 
ing, drilling, pumping, superintending and making 
expert reports to gathering statistics relating to 
petroleum and natural gas. His collection of data 
in files, scrap-books and tabulated matter is the 
most complete one in the country, covering every- 
thing from 1859 to 1911. The Mexican interest that 
secures his services will profit. 

Thomas J. McKinney was recently made a 
director of the Titusvilie Iron Works and will be 
stationed at Tuisa, Okla., as western representative 
of the company, manufacturers of oil field boilers 
and machinery. “Tom” started in in 1893 as a 
laborer for the South Penn Oil Company and has 
worked along to better postions until he became 
district foreman for the South Penn at Bradford, 
transferred to Olean, then to Warren, and last July 
was made superintendent of the Bradford, Olean, 
Kane and Warren districts, with nearly 6,000 wells 
and 300 men to look after. Two years ago “Tom” 
spent his vacation in Oklahoma and will not be a 
rank stranger when he begins business, his resigna- 
tion from the South Penn dating from February 1. 





Thursday, 


David Gunsburg and Ralph Hochstetter, of 
Buffalo, N. Y., both of whom are interested in oil 
everywhere, were St. Louis visitors this week. Dur. 
ing their call at THe JourNAL office F. M. Selby, of 
Marietta, O., and C. B. Wise, of the National Supply 
Company, Independence, Kas., dropped in. The 
easterners who have property in Oklahoma are 
always pleased when the necessity of a visit arises 
in the winter months and St. Louis is usually a 
stopping-off point for a day. 

W. B. Noble, of Alva, Woods county, in north- 
western Oklahoma, was a Tulsa visitor Thursday. 
Mr. Noble is drilling a test well in an Alva suburb 
and has reached a depth of 3,473 feet with a five- 
inch hole and will continue drilling. Several sands 
have been drilled through that showed a trace of 
oil And gas, the last gas appearing at about 3,100 
feet, and the tools are now working in a limestone 
formation, plenty of lime appearing all the way 
down. The “red beds,” the disreputable formation 
of western Oklahoma, were 1,100 feet thick, and 
left behind early in the work. Mr. Noble has just 
contracted to drill a deep test near Oklahoma City, 
starting with a 15-inch hole, the Alva test starting 
with a 13-inch hole, and is now assembling his 
material. 

Ben Gessell and family have returned from 
Mexico, where he has been one of the field super- 
intendents for the Pearsons in their petroleum 
operations for a year and a half. Before going with 
the Pearsons Mr. Gessell was Osage superintendent 
for the Barnsdall Oil Company for several years, 
and it is a good recommendation for him that the 
Barnsdall company held the position open for him 
six months after he left on the chance that Mexico 
would not fit in with Ben’s scheme of life. It seems 
that it did not, although he stuck it out longer than 
any one expected. One can live even comfortably in 
Mexico, in camps or towns, and can draw good sal- 
aries; there is a good deal of red tape and office 
officicusness connected with English and other 
foreign companies in their mining and drilling oper- 
ations, but competent men can overcome the diffi- 
culties and make good; they can even outlive a little 
of ordinary homesickness and physical sickness, but 
when all is said and done there yet remains the 
controlling human desire for kindred association. 
Mexico is lacking in this association, so they all come 
back and count as a total loss the time spent there. 
Mexico has a romantic sound to Americans, sized 
up through stories of palms and Spanish senoritas, 
but they do not take the place of good old American 
people and customs. It is just a mirage that is 
always beyond reach, and after reaching for it until 
the reach refuses to work any more the reacher 
comes back home with the desire to buy gold bricks 
horribly dented. The Osage Indians are an improve- 
ment over the Mexican Indians. 


Charles W. Conneely, who has been chief of 
police at Tulsa, Okla., for nearly a year, has 
resigned, in the expectancy of being appointed chief 
oil inspector of Oklahoma, under the chief mine 
inspector, the mining bureau having supervision of 
the petroleum and natural gas industry in Okla- 
homa. Representative J. 1. Gillespie, of Tulsa 
county, chairman of the house committee on oil 
and gas, advocates the appointment of Mr. Con- 
neely. Raised in Bradford, Pa., Charley has served 
a long apprenticeship in the oil business. For sev- 
eral years before becoming chief of police he was 
in the employ of the Prairie Oil and Gas Company, 
in the tank strapping department, covering part of 
the Osage, Cherokee and all of the Creek districts, 
and the company disliked to lose his services. Mr. 
Conneely has been a very popular chief of police, 
possessing the qualities of discretion that would fit 
him for the more important state office. Peter 
Hanraty, the outgoing chief mine inspector, has 
been a capable official, but there is likely to be a 
change in the personnel of the department. H. H. 
Breene, of Bartlesville, was the dean of the three 
oil and gas inspectors, with C. C. Harmon assigned 
to the shallow sand field, and Ira Gibbons in the 
Creek division. Personally, all the inspectors are 
well liked and have performed the duties of the 
positions in a generally acceptable manner. If any 
or all of them are dropped it will be because of 
political and administrative reasons and not because 
of incompetency. There was some friction when 
the new law became effective, partly because oil pro- 
ducers felt that the coal mining department was 
being maintained by fees collected from the oil 
men and the belief that there was little in common 
between the two industries, in which complaint 
there is some justice. The oil industry is the 
source of a much greater revenue to the state of 
Oklahoma than the coal and zinc mining industry, 
and there is a feeling that it is as much entitled to 
distinct recognition as the smaller industries, in 
which feeling Representative Gillespie shares, hap- 
pily. 
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RECENT DEATHS 





Jesse Everett was killed by a Bessemer train 
near Renfrew, Butler county, Pa., January 14. 
Deceased, who was 65 years of age, was field fore- 
man for the Associated Producers Oil Company at 
McBride, Butler county. 

Mrs. Milton Stewart, wife of Milton Stewart, of 
Titusville, Pa., died at the family home January 14, 
aged 63 years. Mrs. Stewart was the daughter of 
J. J. Marsh, who worked on the second well drilled 
on Oil creek soon after the Drake well was com- 
pleted. Milton Stewart is a brother of Lyman 
Stewart, of Los Angeles, Cal., president of the Union 
Oil Company. 

Tyler N. Coope died at Oil City, Pa., January 15, 
aged 69 years, having been born at Scott, N. Y., in 
1841. Deceased was one of the first refiners of oil 
on Oil creek in the early 60s and was with Wood- 
burn, Cone & Steele at Franklin, Pa. For some 
years he was with the pipe line department of the 
Standard Oil Company in the south, middle west 
and in California. He was married to Miss Nellie 
Bennett, of Cuba, N. Y., who died from injuries 
received in a runaway at Butler six years ago, and 
is survived by one daughter, Mrs. F. O. Wright, of 
Oil City. 

Henry Clarkson Scott, capitalist and ex-president 
of the Laclede Power Company, of St. Louis, shot 
and instantly killed himself Saturday morning last. 
Mr. Scott had been ill for some time, and it is 
thought a mental breakdown was the primal cause 
of the act. His fortune is estimated at close to 
$700,000. He was born in Fredericksburg, Va., May 
5, 1859, and began his business career in St Louis 
as secretary of the Carondelet Gas Company, in 
1881. He was formerly president of the Missouri 
and Illinois Coal Company, the Light and Power 
Company, of Waco, Tex.; the Wichita Gas and 
Electric Company, and the Citizens’ Railway Com- 
pany, of Waco, Tex. 





NEW INCORPORATIONS. 


The Concord Oil and Gas Syndicate of Phoenix, 
Ariz., and Concord, Ill., has been incorporated for 
$300,000. 

The Lee Drilling Company, of Shreveport, La., 
has just been capitalized at $15,000. A. A. Snell is 
president, and J. D. Lee, secretary. 


The Bates County Gas Company, of Carthage, 
Mo., has just been chartered at $50,000. The incor- 
porators are: T. W. Connelly, J. S. Connelly and 
J. C. Gibson. 


Papers of incorporation have been filed by the 
Irwin Boothe Company, of Findlay, O. The firm is 
capitalized at $10,000, and will handle cordage, 
cables, tools and other equipment used in the drill- 
ing of gas and oil wells. 


Hiner Oil and Gas Company, of Buckhannon, W. 
Va., to drill for oii and gas, maintain reservoirs, 
tanks, pipe lines, in Grant district, Harrison county, 
W. Va. Capital $25,000. Incorporators: L. W. Bart- 
lett and C. E. Hiner, of Buckhannon; J. B. Supler, 
of Clarksburg; W. M. Faw, of Albert, W. Va., and 
R. S. Hickman, of Cass, W. Va. 


Bury Gas Products Company, of Parkersburg, W. 
Va., to manufacture, refine, produce, store and sell 
crude petroleum and its products, operate boats and 
targes to transport same. Capital, $50,000. Incor- 
porators: E. E. Knox, of Pittsburg, Pa.; J. H. King, 
of Marietta, O.; R. F. Carlstrom, L. Lewis Ralston 
and R. E. Bills, of Parkersburg, W. Va. 





IN THE COURTS. 


Herbert Rives et al has filed suit against the 
Gulf Refining Company for the south half of the 
northeast quarter of section 5-20-16, in the Caddo 
field, on which the Mason Mineral and Gibbs wells 
are located. Rives has a deed to the north half of 
the northeast quarter and claims ‘all the high land 
in the south half. The Mason well is a 75-bbl. 
pumper and the Gibbs 10 bbls. 


Amos Steelsmith, of Caney, Kas., has filed suit 
in the superior court at Muskogee, Okla., against 
George W. Barnes and the Barnes Oil Company to 
recover $111,200. It is alleged that in 1907 plaintiff 
entered into a contract with the defendants to drill 
200 wells in the Glenn pool district, for a considera- 
tion that would have netted him $600 per well, but 
that after eight wells had been drilled the contract 
was broken by the defendants. The amount sued 
for represents the alleged profits that would have 
accrued to plaintiff had he completed the 200 wells. 





The special law passed by the Louisiana legisla- 
ture last year, taxing oil, gas, timber, salt, turpen- 
tine and sulphur, has developed rather strong 
opposition among several of the smaller oil com- 


*| panies; the larger ones submitting, it is understood, 


under mild protest. A suit has been filed by the 
Etchison Drilling Company, petitioning that the 
sheriff be perpetually enjoined from collecting the 
tax. The petitioners state that during 1910 they 
produced 13,386.32 bbls. of oil in the Caddo field, 
and that the sheriff demands a license tax of $53.58, 
which is two-fifths of one cent on each barrel. This 
tax is now collectible and purports to be secured by 
a first mortgage in favor of the state upon all prop- 
erty of the petitioners. If such sum is not paid by 
March 1 of this year, they will be liable to penalties 
and attorney fees and may be enjoined from pur- 
suing business, which would result in irreparable 
injury. The action was not unexpected by the con- 
servation officials, who have confidently expected 
an income of at least $75,000 per annum under the 
new law. The contest promises to be an interesting 
one. 


STANDARD OIL CASE ARGUED. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 17.—Before the 
Supreme Court of the United States the question of 
dissolution of the Standard Oil Company of New 
Jersey, alleged to be violative of the Sherman anti- 
trust law, was argued at length by eminent counsel. 
The opening argument was made Thursday for the 
defendant by John G. Milburn, of New York. 

Mr. Milburn’s task was to present to the court 
the facts in the case, but he did depart from the 
facts now and then to show what alleged wrongs 
the affirmance of the dissolution decree of the lower 
court would incur. 

In his history of chaotic conditions in the oil 
business between 1860 and 1870, due, he said, to an 
overproduction of refining capacity, Mr. Milburn 
introduced to the court the character of John D. 
Rockefeller. 

“There was out there in Cleveland,” said he, 
“a young man in the early 60s, with a small amount 
of money which he had saved, who possessed the 
gift of genius. He had the genius for business and 
there is a genius for business just as there is a 
genius for war, or poetry or painting. That man 
was John D. Rockefeller. He saw that this over- 
production of refineries was to be met with a 
volume of business so as to witnstand the lower 
profits.” 

He then told how Rockefeller allied himself with 
Andrews, a practical oil refiner, and how, with the 
exercise of Rockefeller’s genius for business and 
their consequent good standing among financiers, 
they grew rapidly. 

The Standard’s Growth. 

Mr. Milburn dwelt particularly upon the period 
of acquisition, which he said closed in 1879, the 
trust agreement of 1882 and the new arrangement 
of ownership in 1899. Acquisitions never had been 
made, Mr. Milburn told the court, with an intent 
to restrain or to monopolize interstate trade. Most 
of the purchases were made, he said, before 1879. 
“We thought that it was only the decent thing to do 
if a man came to see us,” said Mr. Milburn, “with 
a proposition to sell out, to buy his plant at its 
appraised value. Often it was practicaiy worthless 
and we could have permitted it to go to dry rot 
in his hands.” 

He denied the charges of the government that 
the Standard Oil had the advantage of such prefer- 
ences from the railroads during the period of 
acquisition that it should now be punished. The 
contracts between the railroads and the Standard 
were not in restraint of trade, he contended, “when 
viewed in the light of the days in which they were 
made.” 

Even the history of the South Improvement Com- 
pany, which Mr. Milburn referred to as embodying 
the “romance of the times,” was not a restraint of 
trade. He explained to the court that the South 
Improvement Company was incorporated in 1872 
upon the insistence of the railroads. The railroads 
and oi] refiners were parties to it. They were to 
carry on a common business and distribute the 
profits. Mr. Milburn said that the State of Penn- 
sylvania repealed the charter of the company before 
it could carry a ton of freight. 

The Disputed Exchange. 

The trust agreement of 1882, whereby trustees 
exchanged their certificates for the stock of the 
various ‘common interests” of the Standard Oil 
Company came in for much attention. In connec- 
tion therewith, Mr. Milburn maintained that the 
Supreme Court of Ohio. did not decide that the 
“trust” was illegal, but simply required the Stand- 
ard Oil Company of Ohio to withdraw from the 
trust agreement. 





His extended remarks about the reorganization | 
into the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey in 
1899, which is the thing which the decree of the 
lower court would undo, was summarized by Justice 
Hughes: 

“The net result,” suggested Hughes, “is that the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey after 1899 
stood in the place of the trustees and those who 
held the certificates issued by the trustees there. 
after held the stock of the Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey.” 

“Precisely,” said Mr. Milburn. “It is quite simple 
when you understand it. You see there was the 
same body of common owners of the property both | 
before and after 1899.” 3 

At this point he referred to the argument of the 


Standard upon which it is pinning its faith in the” 


present controversy, that the new arrangement of 
1899 did not suppress competition in any way,” 
because the properties before 1899 were not com- © 
peting, they being owned by the same persons. 
Result of a Decree. : 
One objection to the decree, which Mr. Milburn 
voiced, was that by compelling the Standard of 
New Jersey to give to each of its stockholders a 
proportionate share in each of the corporations 
whose stock it held, the small holders of stock 
would be seriously embarrassed. For instance the 
man who owned one share of stock in the Standard 
of New Jersey would get scrip for 28 cents’ 
worth of stock in one company and $2.50 worth 
in another. This would not be marketable, he sug- 
gested. Furthermore, he made the statement that 
the decree would be ruinous to much of the proper- 


ties because the companies had no independent 


be 


existence, from the point of view of value. 
In closing Mr. Milburn said: ‘Damned for any- | 
thing but praised for nothing, was the way the 3 


Standard Oil has been treated by the government. 


In this record, covering 40 years of business, 


everything the Standard has ever done is related. . 


It has done some things in strenuous times that 
it should not have done; that was human. It has 
done nothing that goes to the issue here. 

“The evil of the affirmance of this decree, it is 
needless for me to say, would be monstrous. It is | 


fortunate that the case is left in the hands of a bE 


court that listens to reason and never hears the 
voice of passion and prejudice.” 
Mr. Kellogg’s Argument. 
On Friday, Frank B. Kellogg, special assistant 


to the attorney general, began an address to the E 
court in an effort to show that the Standard Oil © 
Company of New Jersey should be dissolved in © 
accordance with the decree entered by the Federal § 


Court in Missouri. 

Mr. Kellogg went over the early years of the | 
Standard’s business, leading up to the central point 
of the present controversy, the re-organization of | 
the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey in 1899. 
He characterized this re-organization as amounting | 
merely to the substitution of one illegal form of 
holding together the oil companies for another 
illegal form. The first was that of the ‘‘trust” of 
1882, with its several trustees, and the second “the 
Standard of New Jersey.” 

When Mr. Kellogg reached in his argument, the 
trust agreement of 1882 whereby the stock of the 
owners of various oil companies was put into the 
hands of trustees, he was interrupted by Justice 
Holmes. 

7That sort of agreement was quite common in 
New England,” the justice remarked. 

“T have no doubt of that,” replied Mr. Kellogg. 
“The trust agreement was copied by the ‘sugar 
trust,’ which was declared illegal in New York;- by 
the ‘whiskey trust,’ which was declared illegal in 
Illinois; by the ‘lead trust,’ which was declared 
illegal in Missouri. The plan has been condemned 
as in restraint of trade in every state of the Union. 
And when the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey 
succeeded the trustees, the properties simply were 
turned over from one to the other. A perpetual 
corporate form that should hold their common 
wealth was substituted for the trustees, whose 
lives might be cut short by death. Is one any more 
legal than the other?” 

Says Trust is Illegal. 

Touching on a point of the defense, Mr. Kellogg 
said that if the companies, whose stock was pro- 
cured by the Standard in 1899, were not competing, 
it wads because they were held together in illegal 
trusts, that of 1879 and that of 1882. 

“Take away the fear of prosecution by the 
government and the Standard Oil Company would 
put every independent in this country out of busi- 
ness in five years,’ Mr. Kellogg continued. ‘The 
independents can exist only under the protection 
of the law.” 

In connection with this point Chief Justice White 
asked if the complaints against the Standard com- 
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panies were based upon their methods and if objec- 
tion was made to the methods because illegal. 

“That and_ “size,” responded Mr. Kellogg. 
“Great wealth enables them to use methods, some 
unfair, which would not be illegal or reprehensible 
in the hands of the corner grocery man.” 

“Suppose they are a giant, but do not use a 
giant’s strength,” suggested Justice McKenna. 

“They’d use that power were it not for the law,” 
came the reply. 

Profits Evidence of Monopoly. 

Mr. Kellogg dwelt upon the “enormous profits” 
of the companies as further evidence of monopoly. 
The record did not show where all the profits 
went, he said. For instance there was nothing to 
show what happened to $23,000,000 out of the earn- 
ings of “one small pipe line,’ Mr. Kellogg said, 
that was paid to P. S. Trainor. . 

“Who is this man Trainor?” inquired Justice 
Lurton. 

“Oh he’s a purchasing agent in New Jersey,” 
said Mr. Kellogg. “I tried in every way to learn 
where that little sum went. The officials of the 
Standard, when on the stand, told me that they 
could not find out. Mr. Milburn once said ihat he 
would not gratify my curiosity by telling me.” 

Large profits at home were regarded as justified 
to offset small profits in foreign lands. ‘Build up 
the foreign trade if you can,” said Mr. Kellogg, “but 
I deny the right to do so at the expense of 
American men and women.” 

Alleges Unfair Rates. 

Mr. Kellogg dwelt upon what he claimed were 
the unfair methods of competition empioyed by the 
corporation, particularly discriminatory rates in 
transportation. 

“It is said there is no evidence here of the Stand- 
ard Oil Company’s having influenced rates,” said Mr. 
Kellogg. “Of course there is not. But the Standard 
Oil Company had directors on the boards of directors 
of most of the big railroads of the country. Did any- 
body expect they would come into court and testify 
to having influenced rates? When it is shown that 
independents could not get rates that the Standard 
did get, it is sufficient.” 

Justice McKenna wanted to know how the decree 
of the lower court, which dissolved the Standard Oil 
Company of New Jersey, would prevent the contin- 
uation of such methods. Mr. Kellogg said that none 
of the separate companies now bound together in 
the Standard of New Jersey would be big enough or 
spread over enough territory to carry on such 
methods. He called upon the court to uphold “the 
public demand against these combinations and 
monopolies.” Mr. Kellogg spoke four and one-half 
hours in his attack on the trust. 

In closing, Mr. Kellogg said: “There is no law 
in this country, thank God, against a man’s getting 
‘ rich, but there is a law against unlimited control in 
corporate form.” 

Attacks Court Decree. 

Following Mr. Keilogg, D. T. Watson of Pitts- 
burg, centered an attack on the form and effect of 
the decree. Mr. Watson made the decree of the 
lower court his topic. . He said the circuit court 
held that the defendants had done nothing after the 
passage of the Sherman anti-trust law to violate it, 
but to convey the properties held together for years 
by a lawful body of men to the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey. He declared that the Standard 
Oil did not gain a single power.by reason of the 
conveyance. 

“We did not present any alien property in the 
new organization,” he said, “only joint property 
was changed from the trustees to a corporation. 
Pray tell me how the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey could restrain trade by such a convey- 
ance?” 

He contended that the properties conveyed were 
noncompetitive before 1899 and remained exactly 
as they had been after that year. 

The reason he advanced for the circuit court 
holding that the conveyance was illegal was that it 
believed it had to follow the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the Northern Securities case. But the 
Standard Oil case, he argued, differed from the 
Northern Securities suit. In the-latter, the rail- 
roads owing a duty to compete and engaged in 
active and actual competition were concerned. In 
the former case, there were concerns, trade com- 
panies, owing no duty to compete and not in com- 
petition with one another because of their common 
ownership. A second point Mr. Watson argued was 
that the decree practically confiscated property 
because it did not allow the subsidiary companies 
to pay dividends to the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey and that the stock of the company 
became practically worthless. 

Pleased with Difficulty. 

“It is gratifying to believe,” said Mr. Wicker- 

sham, following Mr. Watson, “that defendants will 
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at least find some difficulty in evading the decree 


of the lower court if it is affirmed.” 

He took up the defense of the decree, telling 
the court the court below had held that a conspiracy 
to restrain trade had been found and that the con- 
veyance of 1899 was made in pursuance of that con- 
spiracy. 

After reviewing the history of the Standard Oil 
to support his claim that its organization just pre- 
ceding the reorganization of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey in 1899 was illegal, Mr. Wick- 
ersham answered Mr. Watson’s question about the 
effect of the step in 1899. 

“The effect,” he said, “was to rivet the control 
of one hand over the twenty companies, a control 
that neither death, taxas nor financial ruin could 
rend. Before, the separation of the stock of one of 
the certificate holders would have disintegrated the 
control; by the reorganization a perpetual, immortal 
element was accorded the control.” 

Chief Justice White asked the attorney general 
to test what he had been saying by an illustration. 
Before Mr. Wickersham could comply fully with the 
request to show how a more effective, perpetual con- 
trol had been procured, the chief justice said he 
had misconceived the statement, but that he then 
grasped the idea. 

The Closing Argument. 

John J. Johnson closed the argument in behalf 
of the Standard Tuesday. In beginning his remarks, 
Mr. Johnson told the court that it was significant 
that the government had to go back over some forty 
years to get evidence to “stir up the necessary 
indignation” for the support of their case.. 

An attempt to give “a little color” had been 
made, Mr. Johnson said, by the government saying 
that 114 companies were in the combination. ‘Mr. 
Kellogg forgot to say that forty-nine were organized 
in foreign countries,” added Mr. Johnson. “Sixteen 
were not included in the bill and fourteen others 
were discharged.” 

Mr. Johnson got down to real work by saying 
that it was the duty of the government to define 
the meaning of restraint of trade and of monopoliz- 
ing, as referred to in the Sherman antitrust law. 
The attorney reviewed many explanations given in 
this and other cases by the government attorneys 
of the meaning of the law. He said the definitions 
advanced by the government were either unwar- 
ranted, vague or indefinite. The acquisition in the 
course of conducting business of competitors was 
not in restraint of trade, nor tending toward 
monopoly, Mr. Johnson argued. Monopolizing is the 
exclusion of others illegally from their business, he 
declared. 

Mr. Johnson replied to the warning of Mr. Kel- 
logg that unless the Sherman law was enforced the 
Standard would drive all independents out of busi- 
ness within five years. ‘Mr. Kellogg need not fear 
any overfondness for these corporations by judges,” 
said Mr. Johnson, “and he hardly need lose any 
sleep over their receiving any favor from juries. 

“Let the channel of commerce be open for all 
who may desire to enter whether with ocean 
steamer or dugout; with Rockefeller’s wealth or 
with naught but their brains and their hands, unfet- 
tered by their own improper restraints and uninter- 
fered with by the abuse of others; and all will have 
been done that is wise; beyond that lies the 
antagonism of irrepressible economic necessity and 
danger of disaster, the length and breadth of which 
no man can tell.” 

Defense of Corporations. 

“Nowadays we hear a great deal of what are 
stigmatized ‘reactionary courts,’” said Mr. Johnson, 
at the close of his address, “by which I understand 
the courts that go to the statutes printed and to the 
volumes of decisions by which the law is settled, 
and not to files of newspapers or to the speeches of 
oratorical demagogues. 

“In a moment of.hysterical contemplation of the 
sins of others, for we are never apt to so exaggerate 
our own, we are likely to mistake their extent and 
the remedy to be applied. In the case of these 
large corporations, the need is not for their extirpa- 
tion. By their mere largeness the country does not 
suffer. 

“Without these corporations prices would be 
higher; hundreds of millions of men would be de- 
prived of employment and our foreign trade, more 
and more dependent on our manufactures because of 
the alarming increase of growth of our population, 
which consumes our agricultural products, would be 
destroyed. We should have no chance in the com- 
petition of the world for trade with a rival like 
Germany, the most intelligent of them all, which by 
settled legislation fosters the combination which 
you are asked to condemn as criminal.” 

The members of the Supreme Court have balked 
at reading the entire record in the suit. It takes 22 
large volumes of more than 500 pages each to tell 
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the history of the litigation. Spread out in a line, 


these volumes extend half way across the counsel’s 
table in front of the court. As the gaze of Chief 
Justice White feil on them, he inquired of John G, 
Milburn, who represents the Standard Oil Company, 
if it would be necessary for the court to go Over 
the entire record. Mr. Milburn replied that it would 
not. He assured the court that within the two 
covers of the Standard’s brief had been collected 
all the facts that were in controversy. The same 
might be said with regard to the government’s 
brief, he added. The latter had been prepared with 
such literary genius, however, as to make it some. 
what unfair from the point of view of the defense, 
he said. Some one from the bench inquired if the 
attorneys for the Standard Oil were devoid of liter- 
ary: ability. When Frank B. Kellogg, the govern- 
ment’s special trust buster, was addressing the 
court, he assured the bench that the literary ability 
of the opposing counsel was of the highest order 
and that only the government’s brief told the cold, 
unbiased facts. 


CONSULAR REPORT ON MEXICAN OIL. 


In the Daily Consuiar and Trade Reports the | 
Department of Commerce and Labor prints some ~ 
interesting information regarding Mexican oil devel- | 
opments forwarded by Consul Charles A. Miller, at | 
According to the consul the development — 
of the oil fields in this section is having an impor- © 


Tampico. 


tant effect on the development of the entire repub- 


lic. The great importations of oil-well machinery ~ 
and oil-well supplies have greatly increased the © 


volume of business of the port of Tampico. The 


products of the fields furnish fuel, in part at least, © 
for the railway systems of the country and will | 
a cheap fuel which will ~ 
greatly aid in its development as a manufacturing © 


furnish Tampico with 


center. 


From the petroleum produced gas is manufac- De 
tured in Mexico City which not only supplies that 


metropolis with cheap light, but also with a cheap 


fuel by means of which the residents of that city & 
will be enabled to heat their homes during the cold | 
winter months, instead of suffering with the cold ; 


as heretofore. The streets of all of the larger 
cities as Mexico City, Guadalajara, Monterey, Chi- 


huahua, Tampico, and others are being paved with © 
asphalt distilled from the product of these fields. © 
Roads in various parts of the republic are being © 
All of these results are © 


improved by the use of oil. 
being brought about by new industries which have 


been made possible by the development of these | 


oil fields and which give employment to large num- 


bers of men and thus contribute to the general | 


prosperity and development of the country. 
Activity of American Companies. 


The American Doheny syndicate controls com- ; 
panies and subsidiary companies engaged in the ~ 


development of the oil fields in the Tampico section 


and in the marketing of the products made from | 


the crude oil, whose holdings represent an invest- 
ment of almost $30,000,000 gold. These properties 


include the oil-producing properties of the Mexican | 
Petroleum Company of California, at Ebano, San ~ 
Luis Potosi, the Huasteca Petroleum Company, the © 
Tamiahua Petroleum Company and the Tuxpam ~ 


Petroleum Company, all of which are operating just 
south of Tampico in the state of Vera Cruz. 


Company in Mexico City, Guadalajara, Puebla, Chi- 


huahua and Tampico, and those to be established in | 


the near future in Monterey, Durango and Morelia. 


Until recently the only producing oil wells in the 


Gulf coast section were those of the Mexican 


Petroleum Company at Ebano, San Luis Potosi. ; 
These will have furnished a steady production. But | 
the production was not sufficient to permit the com- 


pany to fill all of the contracts that were available. 


Since last August, however, the success of the Huas- | 
teca Petroleum Company, one of the allied or auxil- | 
iary companies in the fields at Juan Casiano, Vera — 
Cruz, has made the oil properties of that company © 
even more valuable than those of the Mexican ~ 
Petroleum Company at Ebano. Well No. 7, the larg- © 


est oil well of the district, is claimed by the com- 


pany to have a daily production of 28,000 bbls. It is | 
said to be under a pressure of 3,000 pounds, and at © 
present to be shut in 50 per cent. Well No. 6, which | 


is claimed by the company to be a 15,000-bb]. well, 
is shut in entirely under a 570-pound pressure. 
Piping and Storing Questions. 

The oil goes through the pipe line from the field 
at Juan Casiano to Tampico. The largest pipe-line 
delivery in one day up to the present time is 30,000 
bbls., but when the storage facilities at Tampico are 
completed the company expects to pump 32,000 bbls. 
daily. About 20,000 bbls. are shipped daily by rail 
from Tampico. A part of this goes to Ebano to be 





Other — 
properties include the gas plant of the Mexican | 
National Gas Company at Mexico City, the paving | 
plants of the Mexican Asphalt and Construction ~ 
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ALL WELL DRILLERS 


Are cordially invited to look carefully into the many merits of our strainer 





WRITE US FOR ANY INFORMATION IN REGARD TO WELL SCREEN 
SEND US YOUR ORDERS 


STANCLIFF WELL SCREEN & MFG. CO., HOUSTON, TEXAS 








McEvoy Wireless Well Strainers 


Are Ideal Construction and Equal to all Emergencies; All Sizes and All Styles 
BUT ALL ‘‘*WIRELESS’”’ 


Fee) 
1S 5 a ey ye 
Seam 





You can Rotate, Drive or 
Pull them, same as pipe 








They have Brass Strainer Buttons to resist the action of Salt Water, Sulphur and the Mineral Acids 
They are made in Line, Merchant, Drive, and Flush Joint Pipe, also Black or Galvanized 


J. H, McEVOY & COMPANY : =: +#=™HOUSTON, TEXAS, U. S. A. 











Do You Want a Home 


IF YOU DO, LET US HELP YOU FIND IT 





HERE IS WHAT WE HAVE TO SUGGEST: % 


Along the K. C. S. Railway in Southwest Missouri and Northwest Arkansas there are many idle acres of the 
most fertile and productive land in the United States. It is being divided into 5, 10 and 20 acre farms and sold on 
EASY PAYMENTS. It is exceptionally well adapted to fruit, truck and poultry raising. Strawberries, apples 
and poultry are the big money makers, and many men who have located on these lands have made as high as 
$450.00 per acre. You can do the same. The money you are paying for rent will buy you a home. 


The water, the climate and the general health conditions of the country are ideal. No long, cold winters, 
no extreme heat in summer; no swamps, no malaria, and no mosquitoes. 


You can buy these lands at from $15.00 to $25.00 per acre. Write us for more detailed information and 
your letter will receive careful attention. 


a WRITE ME TODAY: 


S. G. WARNER, G. P. A., K. C. S. Ry. Kansas City, Mo. 
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stored and the remainder to the gas plant in Mexico 
. City. 

The greatest problem now confronting this com- 
pany is that of storage capacity. The storage 
plans include 24 steel storage tanks each having 
a eapacity of 56,000 bbls. Nine of these have 
already been completed and it is expected that the 
remainder will be finished at the rate of five per 
month. Work has also been commenced on a reen- 
forced concrete reservoir at Tampico that will hold 
1,250,000 bbls. It is said that as soon as possible 
work will be commenced on another reservoir of the 
same kind, but having a capacity of only 750,000 
bblis., at the Geronimo pipe-line station. <A third 
reservoir of the same kind, with a capacity of 500,- 
000 bbls., will be built, according to the plans of the 
company, about one mile from the Casiano field. 

Many Supplies Needed. 

All of this construction work necessitates the 
purchase of large quantities of supplies. One hun- 
dred mule teams and scrapers have been brought in 
from El Paso, Tex., 22 carloads of lumber have 
been brought here from the Chihuahua lumber 
mills, and 75 carloads of machinery have been 

brought in through El Paso. In addition large 
quantities of lumber, machinery, oil-well supplies, 
etc., are constantly arriving in Tampico by steamer 
from the United States, while thousands of barrels 
of cement have been brought in from Germany. 

The company is also preparing to build a 75-mile 
steam railway from the Ebano fields across its prop- 
erty to the Tuxpam river, at a cost of about $1,000,- 
600 gold. The ties are said to be already on the 
ground. The company has its own telephone line 
from Ebano to Juan Casiano and also between Tam- 
pico and Casiano. It also has a concession to lay a 
pipe line under the Panuco river, by which it will 
be able to deliver oil at the Waters Pierce tanks ai 
Tampico. 

Paving Work. 

The paving company now has a large force of 
men working on the streets of Tampico. The streets 
are being prepared for asphalt and the curbing laid. 
The company has installed a concrete mixer and an 
asphalt mixing plant. Most of the machinery comes 
direct from the United States. Many mules and 
wagons have also been imported by it for the street 
work. 

The gas plant in Mexico City is said to have a 
capacity of 1,550,000 feet per day, but it is expected 
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that this will be ultimately increased to 5,000,006 
cubic feet per day, in order to meet the demand for 
lighting and fuel gas. 

Work of Other Companies. 

Another company that has been successful in 
finding oil in this district is the Aguila Petroleum 
Company (Pearson & Son). This company is said 
to have an abundant supply of oil from its wells at 
Tanguijo and Portreros del Llano, Vera Cruz, in this 
district. (It is announced by the Mexican Herald 
of January 5 that the Pearsons have brought in a 
new well at Portreros del Liano, the flow of which is 
estimated at 100,000 bbls. a day. It is flowing in a 
great stream 100 feet high and steps are being taken 
to save the flow and prevent such a conflagration as 
destroyed the great Dos Bocas gusher.) The com- 
pany now has three large barges which are used to 
transport the oil to Tampico. In addition the com- 
pany is having Captain Hermanson, of the Tampico 
Navigation Company, build for it six large steel 
barges to be used for the same purpose. These 
barges will have a carrying capacity of 1,000 bbls. 
each, 

This company also has the entire output of the 
wells of the oil fields of Mexico Company, at Fur- 
bero, Vera Cruz, about fifty-five miles from Tuxpam. 
This latter company is putting forth every effort to 
bring in new wells and increase its production. 
Scores of drillers have been brought to the field 
from the United States and been put to work drill- 
ing wells in the proved oil field. The product is 





pumped through the pipe line of the company from 
Furbero to Tuxpam, about fifty-five miles, from | 
whence it is shipped by steamer to the Pearson | 
refinery at Minatitlan. | 

All of the companies which had to shut down on | 
account of the rainy season and high water have} 
resumed operations. Several new companies have | 
also commenced work. Among the new companies 
is the Gulf Coast Oil Company, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. A. H. McKay and Mr. J. E. Mulligan. 
Mr. Edward Williams has also commenced drilling 
near Panuco. t 





GEOLOGIST CLAPP’S VIEWS. 


Frederick G. Clapp, before the Pittsburg meet- 
ing of the Geological Society of America, December 
29, 1910, read an interesting paper entitled, ‘“Notes 
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on the geological relations of oil pools situated in 


regions of monoclinal structure.” Geologists and oil 
men have generally assumed that geological struc- 
ture was of little assistance in predicting the posi- 
tions of pools situated on monoclinal dips. The 
main object of this paper is to show that geology 
is of great value in this, as in other classes of oil 
fields, and that good predictions may be made. The 
detailed structures of several well-known oil pools 
are given as examples. It has been discovered that 
in the great majority of cases the oil has accumu- 
lated at positions where the change in rate of dip 
is locally pronounced and that the size and produc- 
tivity of the pools is commonly proportional to the 
abnormality of the generally uniform dip. The 
positions of accumulation are also influenced by 
striictural “ravines” crossing the sand. Although 
the structure of the sand may be quite different 
from that of the surface formations, it can, never- 
theless, be calculated to a considerable degree of 
accuracy from the surface, by taking into account 
the change in intervals, which is comparatively 
uniform for a given locality. 


SHALE OIL IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 





Consul H. S. Culver, of St. John, reports that 
after many unsuccessful attempts to develop the 
mineral-oil industry of New Brunswick, in connection 
with the shale deposits of Albert and Westmoreland 
counties, it now appears that, as the result of tests 
made of samples of the shale in Glasgow, a com- 
pany of English. and local capitalists has been 
organized with a capital stock of $5,000,000, of which 
$3,000,000 will be expended in the initial plant. 

The Glasgow report states that from about thirty- 
seven tons of shale subjected to distillation a little 
more than 1,473 gallons of crude oil and 2,486 pounds 
of sulphate of ammonia were produced. From i00 
gallons of the crude oii the following products were 
obtained, the several amounts being given in gal- 
lons: Gas oil, 13.04; burning oil, 11.50; lubricating 
oil, 11.03; crude wax, heavy naphtha, cleaning oil, 
residuum, 8.52; total, 44.09 gallons. The company 
will not only distill the crude oil, but will also refine 
the product, thus making the venture one of the 
great industries of the eastern Provinces, which will 
employ thousands of men. 









The Gulf Refinmg Company 














ESIRES to announce to its friends and patrons that its policy of fair dealing, 
which has been so successful and satisfactory in the past, remains unchanged; that 
it has increased its facilities and strengthened its organization, and is in a position 
to serve its customers even more acceptably than heretofore. 

The Crude Oil from which its various products are manufactured is obtained 
from an assured supply in the acknowledged best oil fields in Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas. 

The continued improvements at its Port Arthur refinery (the largest in the South) by 
the installation of up-to-date equipment and the adoptionof the most scientific methods of 
manufacture, assure the customer of the very lowest prices consistent with high quality. 

IT STANDS SECOND TO NONE IN ITS FIELD. This is not said boastfully, 
but as a plain statement of fact and does not indicate that it is satisfied with its present position, 
as it expects to continue to advance and keep well abreast if not a little ahead of the times. 

The Company is prepared to-day to fill all orders for any of its products in a manner 
perfectly agreeable to the most exacting customer. No order is too small to receive the most 
careful attention and no contract too large to be taken care of in a satisfactory manner. 








GENERAL SALES OFFICE PITTSBURG, PA., U.S.A. 





DISTRICT SALES OFFICES 


NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA BOSTON NEW ORLEANS HOUSTON ATLANTA TAMPA 
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New York Resort - 
Petroleum Market 


From Our Special New York Correspondent. 
NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—A_ noticeable 
improvement in the demand for re- 
fined and products led to a substantial 
increase in transactions for the week 
just ended, with official quotations clos- 
ing steady and unchanged. Buyers are 
showing more interest and inquiries are 
larger, but purchases continue to be 
confined to contracts covering mostly 
prompt shipment parcels, while distant 
deliveries are being neglected. Compe- 
tition in European markets between 
American refiners and foreign oil syndi- 
cates results in prices of illuminating 
being shaded, particularly when 
large contracts are at stake. Cable 
advices from Austria note that the 
Vienna government is ready to remove 
restrictions on American refiners to 
enable them to carry on their oil busi- 
ness in Austrian markets on certain 
conditions, which is a point gained by 
the American interests. In Roumania a 
similar controversy is looked for. 

Inquiries in the market for oil car- 
riers to load full cargoes of case-oil 
are more numerous and resulted in 
charters of medium vessels for Febru- 
ary loading. Latter fixtures included 
two steamers to load full cargocs of 
case-oil, one for Japan, two ports at 
21@21%c, and one for Shanghai at 21c 
a case; showing an advance of 2c ¢ 
ease for the latter over the previous 
rate paid. For the week ending Janu- 
ary 12, the total charters for petroleum, 
covering oil in bulk, barrels, cases, etc., 
amounted to about 677,000 bbls., show- 
ing a marked gain over the total for 
the preceding week, 

Transactions reviewed for the week 
ending January 12, 1911, are based on 
terms delivered vessel, free on board, 
New York or Philadelphia, covering 200- 
case lots and upward and 200-bbl. lots 
and upward of petroleum, unless other- 
wise specified. 

Active inquiries for refined in bulk 
led to large sales, covering about 400,000 
bbls., showing a gain of 354,000 bbls. 
over the preceding week, with orders 
booked at 3.90@4.90c, while barrelled 
oil sold slowly, closing at 7.40@8.40c 
per gallon for cargo lots of standard 
and water-white oils respectively. In 
refined in cases (each case containing 
two 5-gallon cans 110 fire-test oil) more 
activity resulted in a substantial gain 
in orders, and fully 425,000 cases 
changed hands. Of this amount, cargo 
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Dutton Special 


Sand Pump 


Patent applied for. 


| @ The latest scientific 
device for removing 
sand from an oil well 
after being shot. As 
easily operated as a 
bailer, and will save 
the price of itself on 
the first well. Dur- 
able and strong; has 
been thoroughly test- 
ed; will lessen time 
one-half in cleaning 
out wells, or be guilty 
of taking out twice as 
much sand and rock. 
Has proved indispen- 
sable to those who 
have used’ them. 





















Sold strictly on tts mer- 
tts. Hundreds of testi- 
monials on application, 


' Dewey Manufacturing Co. 
DEWEY, OKLAHOMA 
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lots embraced about 215,000 cases, 
booked at 8.90@9.90c, while the balance 
made up of 3,000 case lots and upward 
amounted to about 210,000 cases at 
9.05@10.05e per gallon for standard and 
water-white oils respectively. 

Sizable lots of naphtha were traded 
in, fully 36,000 cases (partly in bulk) 
changing hands at 214%c for 73@76°; 
stove at 14%4c and auto 68@72° at 18\4ec 
per gallon. Benzine also shared in the 
activity, about 48,000 cases (partly in 
bulk) changing hands at 12%c for 
59@62°, in cases, per gallon. Inquiries 
for gasoline were active and sales cov- 
ered some 91,000 cases (partly in bulk) 
at 23%4c for 86°, in cases, per gallon. 
Trade in lubricants continued brisk, 
fully 53,000 bbls. were booked at former 
prices as to brand. In crude oil and 
residuum no transactions of importance 
could be traced. Of fuel oil about 8,600 
bbls. in bulk were sold, while in gas oil 
no sales of importance were effected. 

Clearances of petroleum at the port 
of New York, compiled in gallons, from 
January 1 to January 12, 1911, amounted 
to about 25,033,884, showing a gain of 
11,561,838 over the total for the same 
time last year. Clearances at Phila- 
delphia from January 1 to January 12, 
1911, aggregated about 5,500,000 gallons, 
showing a decrease of 1,000,000 gallons 
compared with the corresponding period 
in 1910. 

Cables and mail advices from the 
principal European petroleum markets 
and leading oil fields abroad noted few 
developments of a startling nature so 
far as trade conditions are concerned. 
Competition between American refiners 
and oil syndicates in foreign markets 
continues unabated, and as near as can 
be learned the American interests are 
gradually gaining in the struggle for 
the supremacy of the oil business, 
particularly in the leading European 
markets, 

A general quiet pervades the Rou- 
manian market, and aside from a slight 
increase the demand for benzine and 
gas-oil trade continues dull with prices 
depressed, owing to no abatement in 
the production of crude oil. The pro- 
duction of crude oil for the month of 
October amounted to about 654,867 bbls. 
(50 gallons to a bbl.) against 599,117 
bbls. for the same month in 1909. No 
price changes are noted for refined oil 
or benzine for export, except for the 
lowest test of benzine, which was 
slightly advanced. Large refining inter- 
ests have entered into an agreement 
with the Petroleum Distributing Com- 
pany, which will eliminate the keen 
competition in the marketing of their 
products. It is believed that this will 
increase the consumption of petroleum 
in Roumania, 

The following table gives the char- 
ters for petroleum covering refined, 
naphtha, ete., in bulk, barrels, cases, 
etc., reduced to crude equivalent, with 
daily average compiled in barrels for 
the week ending January 12 and since 
January 1, 1911: 


Day. Since Jan. 1. Average. 
OO, Cs:én cee 95,238 219,889 36.648 
SO, Tad svis 122,856 342,745 48,964 
+ ae. Sepa e 146,826 489,571 54,397 
ee BOs. 6.0.06 111,825 601,396 60,139 
2s Ss rr 78,572 679,968 61,815 
BBs i 0.0% 120,952 800,920 66,7438 


The clearances of petroleum, refined 
and products, at the port of New York, 
compiled in gallons, for the week end- 
ing January 12 and since January 1, 





1911, with comparative figures were as 
follows: 
Week. = Since Jan. 1. 1910. 

Refined..... 12,927,048 17,111,458 11,681,123 
Crude.....j.. 1,790,500 pM ee 
Naphtha... .1,734,000 1,882,700 87,850 
ERE Ra wag ita eke caiceehy ale, ‘katte ks 
Benzine.... 476,475 476,475 101,025 
Fasoline.... 911,310 930,546 80,720 
Lub. oils.... 2,114,399 2,820,705 1,474,828 
Min. oils.... 21,500 21,500 46,500 

Total..... 19,975,232 25,033,884 13,472,046 


(American refined petroleum in bar- 
rels, standard white oil, ex-wharf.) 


London Liverp’! Antwerp Bre'n 

pence pence francs marks 

Sat.... 54 @5% 5% @5% 19.00 6.00 
CoN dt. 
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Neill Portable Steel Pipe Derrick 


IS NOT AN EXPERIMENT 
O)*: of these derricks has drilled 12 wells, average depth 2600 








to 3000 feet, saving in lumber averaging $40.00 per well. 
This derrick is just as good now as when first put to use. 
The Secret: Our Patent Flange Steel Clamp. No screwed joints. Can 
be erected or taken down in one day. Weight less than wood rig and 


7 Manufactured exclusively by 


LEE C. MOORE & CO., Inc. 


STEVENSON BLDG. PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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Metal | <q) Hose 


Best for Oil and Steam — The Only Safe Hose 


MANUFACTURERS 


Pennsylvania Flexible Metallic Tubing Company 
1305 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. WORKS: WEST PHILADELPHIA 
New York Chicago Boston Cleveland Detroit 


U. S. Flexible Metallic Tubing Company 
506 Security Building, St. Louis, Mo. 


Los Angeles 
450 E. Third St. 


Houston, Texas 
First National Bank Building 


San Francisco 
63 Main St. 








Everlasting 
Valve 


14 years on the market and have stood the test of the most 
rigid service. For sale by all oil well supply stores, or address 


MONTPE ELIER CUP and METAL WORKS 
ENGINEERS, io cod 





FOUNDERS and MACHINISTS 
MONTPELIER, INDIANA 








RIG BUILDER 


yi F, WINSTON PETROLIA, TEXAS 


COVERING NORTH TEXAS TERRITORY 





Special Attention Given Rigs for Deep Wells—Cable and Rotary Rigs for 
Prospect Work Given Prompt Attention 














. K. SMITH, Vie, - KAHN, Cashier 


FP. TOURES, Pres. 
. H. - H. DAVIS, Ass’ * ‘Caiiee 


VAN HOOK, nat t Cashier 
The Commercial National Bank 
OF SHREVEPORT, LA. 

Capital, Surplus and Profits, - - - - $950,000.00 


The accounts of those interested in the Caddo Oil Field respectfully solicited 
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PITTSBURG STOCK MARKET. 

PITTSBURG, Pa., Jan. 16.—(Special.) 
—Business on the local exchange picked 
up during the past week, especially 
natural gas securities; over 4,500 shares 
changing hands. 

Pure Oil also picked up during the 
week and is again selling at $5, a 
trifle above the price before dividends 
were cut. Their success in Caddo and 
the possibilities of their getting some 
good wells there is the cause. 

Manufacturers’ Light and Heat weak- 
ened during the week on lack of official 
news from the company; but picked up 
today and regained its lost ground. 

The Ohio group was in fair demand, 
with steady prices. 

Ohio Fuel Supply sold shares 
unchanged at $43; $42 was bid and $43 
asked at the close. 

Ohio Fuel Oil was off % on sale of 
100 shares at $554. Was steady at close. 
$554 bid and offered at $5 6-8. 

Oil Fuel Supply 6s sold $5,000 worth 
and closed unchanged at $96, after sell- 
ing down to $95. Were offered at $96 
at close with no bids. 

Manufacturers’ Light and Heat, as 
usual, furnished the bulk of the trading, 
2,436 shares trading hands. Opened at 
$21%, sold up to $22, down to $21%, 
and then* recovered to $21%, at which 
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price last sale was made; $21% was bid | 


at close and $21% asked. 

Union Gas suffered a further loss of 
% point, 87 shares selling at $127%. 
Was offered at 128 at the close. 

Pure Oil made a nice gain of % point 
on sales‘of 702 shares at $50. Wasstrong 
at close with $4% bid and $5% asked. 

Kansas was rather active, 925 shares 
changing hands. It established another 
low. mark of $24% the first of the 
week, advanced to $25, where it re- 
mained until yesterday, when it reacted 
to $24%. Was stronger at close, with 
$25 bid and $26 ‘asked. 

Oklahoma lost $% to $48%, 95 shares 
being traded in. Was offered at $49 
today. 

Wichita was weaker with no sales; 
quoted at $46% bid and offered at $48. 

Dominion was offered at $120. 

I. 2..c. ot. 


LOUISIANA GAS SITUATION. 


At the November election in Louisiana 
it was voted to levy a tax against oil, 
gas, sulphur, salt and timber, the pro- 
ceeds to be appropriated to defray the 
expenses of a conservation commission. 
That commission is about to organize 
to devise plans for expanding the funds. 
It is announced that the first work will 
be the suppression of the two gas blow- 
outs in the Caddo field. One of the gas- 
sers has been blowing four years and 
the other over two years, both of them 
located in the southern part of the 
Caddo producing district, where very 
little oil or gas is now produced, with 
practically no new work being done. 
One of these gas wells, the oldest, blew 
out in the 800-foot formation, the first 
gas sand discovered in the Caddo field, 
some hundreds of feet above the oi!- 
producing formations. The other blow- 
out is between 1,900 and 2,000 feet deep, 
about 200 feet above the deep oil sand 
in that part of the field, both wells 
located in what is known 


—the extreme south limit of production 
—being about three miles to the south. 

The normal pressure when the 800- 
foot gas sand was first developed was 
425 pounds. At this time, four years 
after the blowout, the pressure is 
greatly reduced and the volume has 
dwindled to almost nothing. The pro- 
ducing oil wells are now small pumpers 
and no drilling is being done in that 
part of the field. No gas was ever used 
from that part of the Caddo field, except 
for drilling purposes and lease work. 


as the. Oil | 
City district of the field, Mooringsport | 


Operators have voluntarily abandoned 
the south part of the Caddo field for 
the better results to the north. It has 
never been contended that the 800-foot 
sand is connected with the 2,300-foot 
formation, or that the blowout south 
of Oil City has or could affect the 1,040- 
foot formation in the Vivian district, 
ten to fifteen miles to the northeast. 
The pressure in the deep blowout, a 
mile east of the shallow sand one, was 
about 1,000 pounds. The number of oil 
and gas wells drilled in both the 800 
and the 2,300-foot sands around these 
two blowouts have released most of the 
original pressure, as always happens in 
any oil or gas field after active develop- 
ment, and unless the Louisiana conser- 
vation commission has swiped the hoo- 
doo from some blue-gum it will not be 
able to do what has never yet been 
accomplished in oil fields—reproduce ex- 
hausted rock pressure. 

The Vivian district, northeast part of 
the Caddo field, is the real gas belt of 
Caddo, producing from the 1,040-foot 
| formation. The rock pressure when the 
| first gas wells were drilled was 495 
|pounds, and the volume registered as 
high as 60,000,000 cubic feet in several 
wells. At this time the average rock 
pressure is down close to 300 pounds. 
So many oil wells have been drilled in 
;that district that the gas wells are 
|showing the effects. There is lots of 
| salt water underlying the producing 
|formation in the Caddo field, and when 
| the gas is released the water begins to 
|show. The water is now showing in 
some of the strongest gas wells, espe- 
| cially when connected to a line for regu- 
| lar use, and many of the gas wells are 
}also showing oil as the gas goes down. 





|cealing the conditions of oil and gas 
|fields as development progresses, and 
lafter five years the conditions at Caddo 
|are fairly well known to any one who 
|cares to investigate them and get the 
|facts. The Louisiana conservation com- 
|}mission may have a laudable pride in 
|carrying out the provisions of the law 
|that created it and made provision for 
|the expenditure of $50,000 or more, but 
jit can not perform the impossibie and 
;make two millions of gas come where 
jonly one million belongs. The gas in 
|tle Caddo field is so closely connected 
| with the oil and water that one follows 
| the other naturally, and any effort to 
|suppress oil that gas may be profitably 
| produced, except in a belt extending 
| ot 

| east of Vivian, would only result in 
jadding nothing to the gas value and 
| making the cost of saving the oil exces- 
|sive. The gas and oil operators and 
| producers at Caddo are just as anxious 
to conserve both gas and oil and make 


as the Louisiana conservation commis- 
|}sion is or can be, and they have been 
| experimenting with methods and trying 
|to sell some of the gas before it escaped. 
But good old Mother Nature some times 
mixes up a mess in subterranean depths 
that puzzles science and finance, and a 
|politician with a copy of the statutes 
jin hand will impress the Caddo gassers 
| with no more respect than does a deter- 
;}mined driller with the latest improved 
| tools. 





GASOLINE FROM GAS. 


Considerable interest centers about the 
|experiments now being made in Okla- 
|homa to save the loose gas from oil 
| wells and condense it into gasoline, and 
| several compressors have been installed, 
one or two in the Glenn pool, one in 
the Okmulgee and one.in the Muskogee 
| fields, and several in Bartlesville 
|district. The Bessemer Gas Engine Com- 
|pany, at Grove City, Pa., has been 
| making these compressors for several 
| years, two kinds, the double-action ones 
| costing, it is said, $3,000. Samples of 
‘gas have been sent to the chemists for 


t 
jhe 


| There is no particular reason for con- | 


them pay tribute to commercial sutcess | 


janalysis. It is claimed that the Mus- 
kogee wells, with a paraffine oil, will 
produce four gallons -of gasoline of 
about 85 degrees grade from 1,000 cubic 
feet of the gas. In the Glenn pool one 
report says three gallons per 1,000 feet 
can be obtained, another claiming two 
gallons. The gasoline is evidently in 
demand, but the price that can be 
obtained is not accurately known, some 
saying that it can be sold at 10 cents 
a gallon to jobbers, but 86-degree gaso- 
line retails much higher than that. Of 
course the profits that may be secured 
from these plants depends largely upon 
the amount of gas escaping from oil 
wells. Fifty gallons of gasoline a day, 
at 10 cents a gallon, would be $5, which 
is not much money, but would be that 
much more than is now obtained from 
the oil, at least after the compressor 
had been paid for. A St. Louis firm is 
now installing gasoline compressors. A 
St. Louis ice machine company has con- 
structed a compressor and it is said is 
installing it in the Caddo field in Louisi- 
ana, where an enormous gas pressure 
is found with high-grade oil, although 
it is claimed the Caddo gas contains 
little gasoline. 

The Whiteturkey Oil Company, oper- 
ating in the north end of the Weber 
pool east of Dewey, has a compressor 
on its lease for making gasoline. Five 
wells are producing, from which, when 
the lease is running to capacity, 150 
|}gallons of gasoline a day was secured, 
jabout 3% gallons per 1,000 feet of 
gas. The plant, which was built around 
| the air compressor that I. N. Knapp 
| used on his Chanute wells, turned out 
15 gallons an hour during the daylight 
|}tour, the lease man operating it in 
connection with his duties as pumper. 
|The dry weather has left so little water 
|that only two wells are pumped regu- 
|larly and the gasoline plant has not 
|} been running regularly. When running 
full time the gasoline brought in $25 
a day and the oil only $12 to $15. The 
gasoline has been sold to garages at 
|15 cents a gallon, testing from 65 to 
| 86 degrees, according to the power used. 
| The plant was first equipped with a 50- 
| horsepower engine, which did not give 
| the required pressure, and another 
| engine was added. Sven this pressure 
is not sufficient ’to produce perfect 
results, and if rain does not come a 
water line will be laid to the river to 
obtain water enough to run the lease to 
its capacity, when 150-horsepower will 
be installed. A light vacuum is main- 
tained on the wells, but only the normal 
rock pressure flows the gas from the 
oil into the compressor. It is estimated 
that about 250,000 cubic feet of gas 
comes from the five wells normally. 
These facts are more specific than any 
yet obtained in Oklahoma, and _ will 
convey some idea of the possibilities of 
the compressed gas gasoline industry 
in the western fields. Dry gas so far 
has been a failure in Oklahoma, but gas 
escaping from oil wells can undoubtedly 
be turned into a source of great profit 
on many leases, contingent, of course, 
upon the quantity and quality of the 
gas, which yaries and must be carefully 
tested to give a line on the profits the 
operator may expect. The first cost of 
the compressing plant must also be fig- 
ured. When wells have declined to a 
point where the oil will not pay oper- 
ating expenses the gas left on many 
leases may be turned into a source of 
combined profit from both oil and gas. 
It may also be interesting to note that 
several local refineries, when offered the 
gasoline, would pay no more than 3 
cents a gallon for it. By reason of it 
being scattered over the field the gath- 
ering of this gas gasoline is an item. 
The producer should secure his own 
containers—50-bbl. metal drums—to ex- 
pedite the handling and also to avoid 
loss by leakage and evaporation. Ordi- 














nary metal tanks used on leases will 
not hold gasoline. If this industry 
grows to any proportions in the western 
fields it looks as if an organization 
something like the fruit growers have 
for gathering, packing, shipping and 
selling their products would be neces- 
sary to secure the most profitable 
results. Like anything else the details 
of the gas gasoline industry must be 
carefully studied and watched if the 
greatest profit comes to the producer, 
COLUMBUS GAS RATES. 

City councilmen of Columbus, O., are 
enjoying a continuous war of words 
anent ordinances which are pending, 
seeking to compel the gas companies to 
furnish natural gas at 20 or 25 cents. 
An ordinance was introduced requesting 
the gas companies to furnish informa- 
tion of the cost of production. At a 
hearing on this ordinance representa- 
tives of the Columbus Gas and Fuel 
Company and the Federal Gas and Fuel 
Company are said to have declared that 
these companies would cease furnishing 
gas when the proposed regulation ordi- 
nances are passed. The companies are 
willing to accept an ordinance provid- 
ing a rate of 30 cents for the next five 


|} years and 35 cents for the second five. 


It was explained that the companies’ 
own gas supply will be exhausted in 
five years and it will then be necessary 
to buy West Virginia gas. 

Some of the councilmen were in favor 
of buying stock in the companies and 
seeking information stockholders, 
while others suggested that the city 
might condemn the properties of the 
gas companies and operate them as a 
municipal plant. The city solicitor soon 
put the quietus on this proposition, as 
the city could condemn only the real 
estate owned by the companies. The 
franchise of the Federal Gas and Fuel 
Company provides that tne city may 
purchase its plant, but the distributing 
plant would be valueless without an 
available supply. Another scheme pro- 
poses to have a bill passed by the legis- 
lature giving the city power to examine 
the books of public service corporations, . 

In St. Louis these Ohio gas companies 
can get more than 30 cents for their 
natural gas and a bonus for coming in. 
It is also quite likely that some of the 
Ohio and Pennsylvania towns which are 
now short of gas would be_ highly 
pleased to pay considerably more than 
30 cents for-a supply such as Columbus 
enjoys. It is also quite likely that there 
are some local grievances which this 
Columbus council might adjust with 
considerable more profit to the citizens 
—but there would be no political glory 
in this. 


as 


NOW MISS THE GAS. 

This winter is witnessing the passing 
of natural gas in some Ohio towns. For 
the first time in many years residents 
are compelled to use coal and wood for 
fuel. 

The Madison Gas and Oil Company, 
that has furnished the fuel at Gibson- 
burg, issued a statement notifying its 
patrons that the gas supply had grad- 
ually dwindled, until it was no longer 
possible to furnish the public with the 
fluid. Last year the local gas company 
at Gibsonburg was aided by W. H. Gil- 
bert, of Lindsay, who connected one of 
his wells with the lines of the Madison 
company. This winter, however, this 
source of supply was cut off. Every 
effort has been made by officials of the 
Madison company to connect its mains 
with those of some of the many com- 
panies operating in the central Ohio 
fields, but without result. 

Once the gas center of Ohio, the final 
failure of the gas is a sad blow to Gib- 
sonburg. That it was a luxury was 
never realized until the present. Dur- 
ing years past the gas was so plentiful 
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that it was wasted with recklessness, as 
if the supply would never be exhausted, 
Residents nearby villages are still 
enjoying the privileges of gas, although 
the pressure is weak at times. 


of 


GAS IN CANADA. 

The Moncton Times has an interesting 
sketch of the natural gas development 
at Stony creek, Albert county, New 
Brunswick, by the Maritime Oilfields, 
operating under an agreement with the 
New Brunswick Petroleum Company. 
The first well was started in February, 
1909, on the Henry Legere land, three 
miles east of Moncton, resulting in a 
crooked hole. The second test, also 
drilled in Westmoreland county, after 
reaching a depth of 2,400 feet, was 
abandoned because of loss of the rig by 
fire. The third test, in Aibert county, 
developed 300,000 feet of gas and 2 bbls. 
of oil. No. 5 produces 2,000,000 feet of 
and 2 bbls. of oil. Of the 18 wells 
drilled nearly all show some gas and 
several some oil, the best oil producer 
making 8 bbls. The best gasser is No 
14, testing 10,000,000 feet and a pressure 
of 475 pounds at a depth of 1,480 feet. 
No. 12, with a volume of 3,695,000 feet, 
has a pressure of 610 pounds. No. 15 
has a volume of 6,500,000 feet and a 
pressure of 285 pounds. No. 16 a volume 
of 9,500,000 feet and a pressure of 350 
pounds, at a depth of nearly 1,500 feet. 
The producing sands are found at 
depths ranging from 1,400 to 2,175-feet, 
oil and gas both showing in No. 18 at 
the latter depth. The defined area of 
this field is now a mile north and south 
and two miles east and west and the 
total volume of gas from all the wells 
is 40,000,000 feet. The varying depths 
are quite pronounced in so restricted 
an area, 


gas 


KANSAS CITY RESTING EASY. 

The public utilities commission of 
Kansas City and the local company 
officials have been getting together, 
with a view to distributing gas over 
all portions of the city when the cold 
snaps necessarily curtail the available 
supply. Previously, the northeast sec- 
tion of the city was gasless when the 
cold came, but now an even distribution 
is attempted. As soon as the new regu- 
lation was put into force, the mayor's 
mail began to convey kicks from resi- 
dents of the south portion of town, who 
were not satisfied to let their less fortu- 
nate brethren share in what gas is at 
hand. 

The gas company claims that it will 
be able to supply gas for domestic use 
in good quantity all through the winter, 
but that it is manifestiy impossible to 
keep up to a high pressure when severe 
cold comes suddenly. Large consumers 
have been cut off temporarily and every 
effort is being made to stop the fussing. 


A NEW WRINKLE. 

What appears to be an innovation in 
natural gas is the investigation of the 
Caddo gas field in Louisiana by the 
parish grand jury, growing out oi 
rumors and complaints of the waste of 
gas. The two blowout gassers will be 
investigated and probably indicted for 
boisterous conduct and resisting an 
officer of the state. This action is taken 
under laws passed by the last legisla- 
ture of Louisiana to conserve natural 
resources. If the grand jury can sup- 
press those two blowouts it will have 
performed a great service, although 
the damage resulting from their activ- 
ities is not near so great as some en- 
thusiastic persons have asserted, as the 
oceans of salt water that has been com- 
ing with the gas detracts from its 
commercial value. 


MEXICANS LIKE GAS. 

E. L. Doheny, C. A. Canfield and Dr. 
Norman Bridge, of the Mexican Petro- 
leum and Mexican National Gas Com- 
panies, are in New York, on business 
said to be the floating of a large bond 
issue for the gas company among other 
things. Mexicans take to gas very 
readily. To introduce it the company 
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established a _ restaurant, known 
“The Hot Cake” where all cooking 
done publicly by gas, and it has proved 
an immense success. A recent accident 
to the electric lights gave the company 
a big advertisement, owing to the fact 
that the only lights available were 
where gas had been installed. 
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NORTH TEXAS GAS, 

It is reported that The Texas Com- 
pany is receiving pipe at Moran, in 
Shackleford county, Texas, 100 miles 
west of Fort Worth, to lay a line from 
a gas well the company drilled a short 
distance east of Moran, to furnish gas 
to the residents. A second well is drill- 
ing. A little shallow gas has been dis- 
covered in Palo Pinto county, southeast 
of Shackleford county. 


NATURAL GAS FRANCHISE. 

A proposition has been made to the 
people of Sulphur Springs, Texas, to 
lay a line from the Caddo gas field and 
furnish natural gas. The piping com- 
pany proposes to lay a line along the 
Katy railroad from Shreveport to Green- 
ville. Sulphur Springs is about 100 miles 
west of the gas fields. 

GAS NOTES. 

The Oklahoma Gas and Electric Com- 
pany of Oklahoma City, Okla., declared 
a quarterly dividend of 1% per cent 
upon preferred stock, payable January 
15, to stockholders of record December 
31. 

The sale of the Mohican Oil and Gas 
Company, at Akron, O., was postponed, 
by request of the holder of the mort- 
gage, the Fidelity Trust Company of 
Philadelphia, to Wednesday, January 11, 
there being no bids offered at first sale 
date. 


The Cleveland Oil and Gas Company 
has filed a deed of assignment in the 
court of insolvency of Cleveland, O. 
Attorney John D. Fakler was named 
assignee. The company places its 
assets at $13,500 and its liabilities at 
$13,000. It has operated leases in Clark, 
Knox and other Ohio counties. 

The Corning, N. Y., city council is 
threatening to disfranchise the Crystal 
City Gas Company on the ground that 
it is furnishing an inadequate supply of 
gas, and that it is charging the city 
40 cents, when the franchise clearly 
states that not more than cents 
per thousand feet shall be charged the 
city. 
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Damage suits amounting to nearly 
$50,000, have been filed against the 
Caney River Gas Company, in the dis- 
trict court of Tulsa county. About a 
year ago an explosion occurred in a 
butcher-shop at Wagoner, Muskogee 
county, and the damages are claimed 
for injury to the furniture, building and 
several persons. The defense will be 
that the company’s liability ceased at 
the curb connection and that the plumb- 
ing and inside connections were imper- 
fect. 

The representatives of the Arkansas 
Natural Gas Company, who recently 
toured the south, are said to have 
promised the citizens of Pine Bluff, 
Ark., an abundant supply of natural 
gas, by May 1, at 50 cents per thou- 
sand feet. The rate now being paid is 
$1.50 for fuel and $2 for light gas 
Arrangements have been made with the 
Iron Mountain Railway Company for 
the immediate delivery of several hun- 
dred car-loads of pipe, and a large 
number of laborers to lay the pipes 
from Gifford to Pine Bluff. 


It rumored in Chicago that C. K. 
G. Billings has sold his stock in the 
Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company. 
Mr.. Billings is chairman of the board 
of directors, and was for a number of 
years president of the company. If 
the announcement is correct, Mr. Bil- 
lings’ disposition of his shares has not 
been because of lack of confidence in 
the future of the company. According 


is 
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to some of his friends, he has sold his 
stock in order to take on stock of the 
Consolidated Company of New 
York, That he or his friends should 
sell Chicago gas stock means only that 
market conditions are more favorable 
for profits in shares of some other com- 
pany. 

The Public Service Commission of 
New York state has been getting after 
some of the city gas companies in that 
state, particularly in reference to the 
practice of exacting cash deposits from 
consumers. Certain rules have been laid 
down, the most important provisions 
being that a rate of interest of 6 per 
cent per annum is to be paid on all 
such deposits. An exact detailed 
record must be kept of all such ac- 
counts, each company is required to 
provide its customers with circulars 
containing the law in full and they are 
also required to provide “reasonable 
ways and means” whereby a depositor 
who has lost his certificate may not be 
deprived of his rights. 
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MEETING OF BYLLESBY CLAN. 


Public Utilities Discussed by Head of 
the Big Organization. 

CHICAGO, Jan. 1.—(Special.)—The 
second annual convention of the officers 
and employes of H. M. Byllesby & Co., 
engineers and managers of public util- 
ity plants, opened here Tuesday at the 
Auditorium Annex Hotel, with an 
attendance of 250 delegates. Forty cit- 
ies in 12 western and southern states 
were represented. 

Following an address of welcome by 
President Byllesby, the convention, with 
F. H. Tidnam, of Oklahoma City, presid- 
ng as chairman, settled down to a four- 
days’ consideration of a program com- 
posed of professional and_ technical 
papers. 

Mr. Byllesby said, in part: 

“IT hope I shall be pardoned if I refer 
to the marvelous development in the 
marvelously short time occupied of all 
the enterprises coming under the gen- 
eral term, ‘public service corporations.’ 

“The men who had the courage and 
the faith to invest their own fortunes, 
great or small, and by sacrifices of every 
description to induce the investing of 
additiona! capital in the betterment of 
this business at a time when it was 
looked on as experimental and chimer- 
ical and unprofitable—I think these men 
deserve a fair hearing at the hands of 
the public, and that alongside of their 
derelictions should be placed the over- 
whelming number of benefits they have 
conferred upon the community at large. 
Because some of the pioneers and prom- 
inent works of the public service busi- 
ness, as the result of years of toil and 
conscientious industry, along with cer- 
tain human errors and mistakes, have 
amassed independent fortunes, we 
should not close our eyes to the fact 
that the great numerical majority died 
heart-broken and in penury. 

“It would appear that the world has 
advanced to a point where controversies 
should be handled in an advanced and 
enlightened spirit—where heart-burn- 
ings and unfair advantages or argu- 
ments on one side or the other of the 
case should be avoided. It would appear 
monstrous that the policies of a mer- 
antile association or corporation should 
be reviewed and governed by a board 
composed of physicians, clergymen or 
lawyers. It would be, perhaps, equally 
inappropriate if the same mercantile 
organization were to have its affair: 
passed upon and rules made for its gov- 
ernment by a board made up of public 
service officers and of farmers, and so 
on through the category. 

“On the broad question of public serv- 
ice commissions, I believe, speaking 
for all of my associates, there is no 
objection to the public service commis- 
sion per se, but a very earnest plea is 
made that the public service commis- 
sion should be composed of men of 
integrity and of ability, and men who 
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have had a previous experience in the 
business in regard to which they are 
proposing, under color of a law, to pass 
regulations and rules. 

“IT believe a large part of the present 
unrest and antagonism between cor- 
porations and the commissions and law- 
makers would disappear if the corpora- 
tions appeared before the bodies com- 
posed of, as we have previously briefly 
referred to, men of breadth of vision, 
free from favoritism, and who had a 
working knowledge of the problems 
confronting the enterprises upon which 
they are passing.” 

Vice-President Arthur S. Huey, dis- 
cussing the subject of franchises, said: 

“To many the possession of a public 
utility franchise is only an opportunity 
for personal gain—to the conscientious 
man such possession means an oppor- 
tunity of administering to the public 
welfare. A city in granting a franchise 
not only places in the hands of the 
grantee an asset of value, but makes 
the grantee a trustee of the public good. 
The term itself, public utilities, implies 
being useful and therefore of benefit to 
the public. To attain this end that 
service must be competent. Along with 
this grant go certain legal restictions 
and rights. 

“Speaking for H. M. Byllesby and 
Company, I say to you that our organi- 
zation prefers to consider the _ spirit, 
rather than the letter, of the law, 
believing that if we administer our 
affairs as a public trust we will sel- 
dom or never require defense of any 
legal rights. 

“We, as managers 
electric, gas, street, railway and tele- 
phone properties, prefer to retain our 
franchises by retaining the confidence 
of the people; to hold the privileges 
conferred by the public, not by right of 
law, but by right of merit. 

“So thoroughly does our organization 
believe in this principle, and so anxious 
are we for its genuine application in all 
the municipalities in which we operate 
utilities, that I am now making a spe- 
cial effort to deeply impress upon you 
its far-reaching significance. 

“In few other lines of endeavor do 
petty practices cost so dearly as they 
do in the operation of public utilities. 
It is suicidal to adopt a policy bounded 
by the straight-laced terms of contract 
and franchise, capsheafed by the motto, 
‘We don’t have to.’ 

“The ‘we-don’t-have-to’ spirit, gentle- 
men has caused unmeasured woe to 
public utility corporations. It was one 
of the mortal sins of the old-fashioned 
operator, and we'of the present day are 
still doing penanée for its commission. 

“Transact your business above board. 
Frame your policy and your projects 
honestly and stand pat. So you will 
increase respect for your occupation in 
the minds of your fellow men.” 

One of the matters of general inter- 
est to be considered is the establish- 
ment of an employes magazine. The 
delegates visited the Chicago electrical 
show, where the latest developments in 
applied electricity for lighting, power 
and cooking are on exhibit. A trip of 
inspection to one of the big plants of 
the local gas company is on the pro- 
gram for Friday. 

Social features will consist of a thea- 
ter party Thursday evening and a ban- 
quet Frjddy night, to conclude the 
meeti 


and operators of 


NEW ELECTRA WELL, 

BEAUMONT, Tex., Jan. 17.—(Special.) 
—The Producers Oil Company com- 
pleted No. 5 Wagner at Electra at a 
depth of 1,825 feet, the well pumping 
50 bblis., being the second producer in 
this field, the first having been com- 
pleted by this company some months 
ago, making 25 bbls. Producers No. 1 
Wagner, drilling at 1,500 feet and 
Clayco No. 1, Woodruff, a fishing job, 
at 1,250 feet, are the only rigs running. 
The Producers has made a new location 
on the Rogers 59 acres lease. 
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Advertisements under this heading 25 
cents per line, minimum charge $1. Average 
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FOR SALE. 


Producing property, 80 acres, Illinois, 
$10,000. Will consider realty. Oil 
leases procured in Indiana, 

W. W. MARMADUKE, 
Washington, Ind. 





FOR SALE OR LEASE—Oil claims 
of 160 acres each, in quantities to suit, 
in S. E. New Mexico, between Dayton, 
New Mex., and Toyah, Tex. 

GYP. CREEK OIL Co., 

P. O. Box No. 30, Carlsbad, New Mex. 


OIL LAND FOR SALE OR LEASE— 
About 500 yards of Producer’s well 
near Port Caddo, Marion county, Texas. 

G. W. BROWN, Jefferson, Tex. 


TOYAH, TEXAS, FIELD. 
Information cheerfully furnished oil 

producers and operators concerning the 

TOYAH, TEXAS, OIL FIELD. Three 





: . | 
strings of tools now running. Corre- | 


spondence solicited. Address, Box No. 
133, Toyah, Tex. 





WANTED. 


WANTED—Production in the shallow 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


sand field of Oklahoma. Address with | 


particulars, Box 487, Nowata, Okla. 





The Winner Natural Gas Burner 


FOR POWER AND SECTIONAL BOILERS, 
POTTERY KILNS AND HOT WATER HEATERS 
ECONOMICAL UNDER ALL CONDITIONS 
SPECIALLY EFFICIENT UNDER LOW PRESSURE GAS 
The Natural Gas Engineering Co. 
Machesney Bldg. Pittsburg, Pa. 























LARKIN 
BROS. | 


MANUFACTURERS 


Oil and Gas 
Well Packers 


Sand Pumps, Swabs, 
Stuffing Box Casing Heads, 
Casing Clamps. 








MS OS™ 


BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. 




















IRGNEEAD 
TRADE .MARK 
i 


is the trade name for the cast iron, dry, gas meters made 
by the Pittsburg Meter Company—no other manufacturer 
makes the IRONCLAD. | 

IRONCLADS are carried in stock at Kansas City, Mo., for immediate 


shipment. Write nearest office for information. 





CATALOG 


tie—JUSst OUT=—-DROF A CARD FOR’ IT 





Chicago, 256 Madison St. 





New York, 149 Broadway 


Kansas City, 6 West 10th St. 


Pittsburg Meter Company 


MANUFACTURERS OF GAS METERS AND WATER METERS 


General Offices and Works, Seattle, 8th and Madison Sts. 


San Francisco, 149 New Montgomery St. 


East Pittsburg, Pa. Columbia, S. C., 1230 Washington St. 
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A GUSHER PERIOD. 

TULSA, Okla., Jan. 18.—(Special.)—A 
slight mist has been falling in Okla- 
homa for a day or two that makes 
moisture in the air, but it has added 
nothing to the visible water supply on 
the surface, and it will probably freeze 
and dissipate the threatened rain. 
Field operations are still carried on 
with great difficulty in most districts, 


preventing any increase in drilling. Not- | 


withstanding the drouth and restricted 
operations, the new year is 
auspiciously with new production, Jan- 
uary so far having been a real gusher 
period in every direction, and if it is 


continued the month’s new production , 


will show unusually large for the num- 
ber of completions. 
Preston Producers. 
The Producers Oil Company’s No. 5 on 
the Mary Harjo land, section 5-14-12, 
just south of Beggs in the Preston dis- 


trict, is an 800-bbl. well and No. 7 for, 


the Prairie Oil and Gas Company on the 
Sarah Adams land adjoining in section 
8 is making 700 bbls. 

The Ventura Oil Company's No. 4 on 
the Irene Osborn land, section 21-15-14, 
Twin Hills district, a gas well drilled 
down, is making 350 bbls., this well 


having been mistakenly located on the} 


Sallie Garrett land in the same section 
in a previous report. 
section 29-15-14, J. E. Crosbie has a 


100-bbl. producer in his No. 10 on the} 


Martin Brothers land, same district. 
In the Muskogee district the Prairie 


Oll and Gas Company's No. 3 on the| drilled in its well on the McNeal farm, 


Sam Woodward land, northeast quarter 
of section 5-14-18, is an 80-bbl. well, in 


a part of the field thought to be bar- | 


ren at one time. 
Bird Creek Good One. 
F. A. Gillespie has a good well in his 
second test on the Webster Baker farm, 


south line of section 9-21-13, just east} 


The well was mak- |lem confronts the talent when offered a 


of the schoolhouse. 
ing 200 bbls. or better natural, byt after 
getting two. shells 
down and being unable to get them out 
they were exploded, when the well made 
400 bbls., the best well ever drilled east 
of Bird creek north of the Flat Rock 
district. That part of Bird creek dis- 
trict is looking up lately. 
Osage Reservation. 

The second test drilled by Fancher & 
Co. on lot 156, southwest of production, 
is a 15,000,000 gasser in the lower sand. 
This lot is in the second tier back from 
the Cherokee line, southwest of Ramona 
and south of any production that far 
west. . 

The Penmar Oil Company has a good 
well in section 12-24-10, ten miles west 
of the Cherokee in the Bigheart district 
of the Osage, No. 11. 
well made 285 bbls. 
12. This is one of William Geiser’s 
companies, 

John Markham has a well making 150 


bbls. natural in No. 8 on lot 30, north- | 


west of Bartlesville. It is located on 
the south line of the lease and east of 
the other wells. 


The Prairie Oil and Gas Company got | 


a’ dry one in a 
the 
near the Kansas line just southeast of 


test drilled on one of 


the Jonesburg postoffice in Chautauqua} 


county, Kas. Quite a number of 


wells were drilled on several of these | 


lots six years ago, in the shallow sand 


at about 1,000 feet, some of them good | 


producers, 
out now. 
reservation has never developed much 
production, lot 1 down to lot 25, 13 


but they are about played 


miles south of the Kansas line, showing | 


either very light or dry. 

In the Osage Junction pool the Barns- 
dall Oil Company’s No. 43, the west 
location in section 30-21-99, will be in 
tomorrow. The test in section 13-21-9, 
nearly two miles northwest of the pool, 


opening | 


Farther west, in | 
| This location is the important test for 


of nitroglycerin | @ : 
. BN |aecre per month rental, with an eighth 


| tered 


|seems to be 


In 12 hours the! 
A rig is up for No. | 


lots bought from A. T. Fancher, | 


The north end of the Osage | 


is now 1,600 feet with 700 feet 
to go. 

The Finance Oil Company's No. 2, sec- 
tion 19-21-9, near Osage Junction, is 
making 2,200 bbls., not as good a well 
as No. 1. No. 3 is drilling and No. 4 a 
rig. Saturday’s production of the big 
wells was: Finance No. 1, 3,300 bbls.; 
| No. 2, 2,200 bbls.; Barnsdall No. 9 (38), 
drilled deeper, 3,000 bbls.; No. 10 (39), 
‘2,500 bbls.; No. 13 (42), 2,300 bbls.; No. 
11 (40), 2,200 bbls.; John Newell, sec- 
tion 29, two deep wells, 600 bbls.—a 
total of 16,900 bbls. a day. The Prairie 
| Oil and Gas Company has its new pump 
'station running, with a six-inch line to 
the Cleveland tank farm, six miles from 
the wells, where the company is putting 
up another 35,000-bbl. iron tank, with a 
second one probably necessary, if not 
more, so the field will be taken care of 
|nicely. The Barnsdall Oil Company shot 
No. 40, in the center of section 30. 
It was a very light well when first 
drilled into the sand, but deeper drill- 
ing increased the natural flow to nearly 
200 bbls. and a shot made a 2,200-bbl. 
producer of it. This location is nearly 
half a mile south of the big wells and 
| proves up the east half of section 30. 
The test in section 13-21-8, nearly two 
miles northwest of the wells, has been 
|/having lots of trouble with bad forma- 
tions and is now down only 700 feet. 


deep, 


that field, ; 
Cleveland Well Increased. 
The Prairie Oil and Gas Company 
section 10-20-8, southeast of Cleveland 
and six miles southwest of the’ big 
Osage wells, and increased its produc- 
tion to 200 bbls. natural, from 115 Bbls. 
at 46 feet in the sand. This well is 2,320 
feet deep, the only well in Pawnee 
|county producing from the deep sand, 
which illustrates what a knotty prob- 
lease for $50 an acre bonus or $1 an 
royalty. A number of dry holes have 
been drilled in the deep sand, well scat- 
over the county. 


Drilling Itself In. 
The Berlin Oil Company's (Jim Hamill 
and associates) 


35 bbls. an hour three feet in the sand, 
drilling itself in, as it 
jumped up to 60 bbls. an hour Tuesday, 
making 1,450 bbls. in the 24 hours. 
They have a rig going up for No. 2, the 


| Producers Oil Company has a rig up for 


a test 400 feet south on the Ruth E. 
King land, and the Laurel Oil Company 
is offsetting it to the west on the Silla 
| Warnakee 60 acres. The Boggs Drill- 
|ing Company is starting a test on the 
Bessie Clayton land, in the southwest 
corner of section 14-17-11, half a mile 
northeast of the good well, and Hull 
| & Reese will drill on the 40 acres of the 
Jack allotment northeast of the Berlin 
well. The sand in the Berlin well was 
| found 16 feet higher than the wells and 
|dry holes drilled north and south of it, 
and it may be a local dome of small 
area. The well is 2,116 feet deep. 

The Hull & Reese test on the Louisa 
Pickett land, section 3-16-11, several 
miles northwest of Mounds and due 
south of the Berlin well three miles, is 
|a failure at 2,200 feet, but will be drilled 
to 2,400 feet. 

Delaware Good Ones. 

The Ona Oil Company’s No. 5 on the 
| Emily Elliott land, northwest quarter 
| of section 3-27-15, in the little Lenapah 
| pool, made 700 bbls. after a shot, the 
| best well in the pool. The Sagamore 
| Oil Company’s test on the J. Brady 
|land in section 34-28-15, half a mile 





well four miles south-| | arg i : 
| west of Sapulpa, on the Johnnie Jack 80 | first test on the Joe Nail land, in section | 
| acres, south half of the northeast quar- | 
ter of section 22-17-11, after starting at | 
}of the good wells in sections 8 and 9, | 





north of the pool, which showed about | 
driiled in, | 


5,000,000 feet of gas when 
began spraying oil and when the gas 
went down it was shot, resulting in a 
good oil producer—a small extension of 
the producing area. 


McMahon & Co.'s test on the Peggy | 


Sanders land in section 18-27-15, the 


western location in the Delaware exten- | 


sion, made 25 bbls. an hour after a 
shot. Three other wells are drilking on 
the same lease and Gunsburg & Forman 
are offsetting it to the west, due yester- 
day. The dope of the talent now is 
that the pay streak will run straight 
west four miles and connect with the 


Dewey field at the blue mound, which is | 


not such an improbable thing. 
Lower Creek Country. 
In the Wainwright district, souchwest 


of Muskogee, the Star Oil Company has | 
completed its second well, on the Willis | 


Stover land, section 21-13-16, south of 
the Collins well, in section 16-13-16, and 
has a good producer, reported 
bbls., No. 1 being of the same character. 
The Pelican Oil Company's test, to the 
east, in section 22-13-16, was a dry one. 


Two gas wells have also been driiled | 


to the north, in sections 14 and 15. The 
test drilling for Rogers & Ladd in sec- 


tion 14-12-16, six miles south of the Star | 


well, is reported as a good gas well, 
about 8,000,000 feet, which opens up 
new territory in the Wainwright dis- 
trict. 

The Economy Oil and Gas Company 


has a 200-bbl. well in its No. 3, in sec- | 


tion 7-14-18, C. Washington land, just 
over the hill from the chicken ranch in 
the Muskogee district, while a little to 
the east, the same section, the Federal 


|Oil and Gas Company has only a 5-bbl. 
|} well in 


its second test on the Linda 
Summers land. The Prairie Oil and Gas 
Company’s No. 9, on the Bryson land, 
in section 11-14-17, is a 100-bbl. 


Krepps & Shrewsbury’s No. 10, on the}; 


M. Saunders land, section 8-14-18, is a 
40-bbl. producer. 
the old Muskogee development, in sec- 
tion 8-18-18, the Success Oil Company 
has a 40-bbl. producer on the Siebold 


j land, and on the Ida Evans land, to the 
|southeast, the Nypo Oil and Gas Com- 
|pany’s No. 


5, is an 80-bbl. well. 
The Southern Oil and Gas Company's 


4-14-12 is a failure, finding only four or 
five feet of sand. This location is east 


and northwest of the old Prestun 


development, and makes it look like a} 


dry streak between. 
An Arkansaw Test. 
The Crescent Drilling Company, a 
Sapulpa concern, is starting its second 
test at Waldron, Ark., about thirty 
miles south of Fort Smith. 


of No. 2, had a showing of gas, enough 
to run the boiler. 


is furnishing fuel to the town. 


the town, and some fair gas is obtained, 


the last well, eight miles east of the | 


town, showing 3,500,000 feet. 
Southern Oklahoma. 

The United Verde Oil and Gas Com- 
pany, with 9,000 acres of leases in Mar- 
shall county, Oklahoma, on Red river, 
is starting two test wells near Kings- 
ton and Woodville, south of Madill, 
where some excitement existed a year 
or two ago, the producing wells being 
located on Glasses creek, two miles 
southeast of Madill. Should these tests 
prove failures the United Verde com- 
pany will move the rigs into the 
Cherokee country and drill for produc- 
tion. Joseph F. Gaume, of Kansas City, 
and W. D. Coldren, of Ochelata, are 
interested in the United Verde com- 
pany. 


at 190) 


well. | 


In the south end of} 


The first | 
test, drilled last summer, 800 feet west | 


This location is east | 
of Poteau, Okla., where a fair gas well | 
Four | 
strings of tools are running in the Fort) 
Smith gas field, both east and west of | 


Cherokee Results, 

The Gypsy Oil Company is starting 
| its second test on the Thomas Gallagher 
land, section 5-21-13, in the northern 
Bird creek district, northeast of the 
main development. The same company 
has completed Nos. 8 and 9, on the 
| Millie Aubrey land, in sections 19 and 
24-18-11 and 12, and No. 10, on the Velva 
| Richards land, section 1-18-11, all in 
| the Taneha district, 50 to 150-bbl. wells, 
The company has six wells drilling in 
the Taneha and Bird creek districts and 
two rigs up, with six locations made, 
all in the Taneha district except a test 
on the Jennie Jefferson land, section 
5-14-12, south of Beggs. 

The Henry Oil Company has a 10- 
bbl. well in No, 3, on the Claude Dixon 
\land, section 26-25-13, and James Ward’s 
first test on the Serena Dixon land, 
section 25, is the same caliber, both in 
| the 560-foot sand near the Caney river, 
east of Ochelata. 

The Kasigan Gas Company has a 
| 7,000,000 gasser in its first test on the 
EK. M. Henry land section 11-27-13, north- 
east of Dewey. 

Northeast of Copan the Pooler Creek 
Oil Company has a 15-bbl. well in No. 2 
on the Susan Allen land, section 15-28- 
13, Coombs, Jackson & Coombs have 
|a 30-bbl., one in No. 4 on the A. Going- 
wolf land, same section, and the Wichita 
Natural Gas Company’s second test on 
;the A. Drum land, section 1-28-13, was 
|a failure. 

In the Hogshooter district, southwest 


|line of production, H, C. Campbell has 


|a 100-bbl. well in No. 4 on his fee, 
| 13-25-18, and Shaffer & Fulton’s No. 8 
on the Mary Bascomb land, section 
12-25-13, is also a 100-bbl. well. Farther 
southeast, on the James Marshall land, 
|section 29-25-14, the second test for the 
| Portland Gas and Pipe Line Company 
jis a 20,000,000 gasser. 


Field Notes. 


Careful checking up by the pipe line 
|scouts place the production of Okla- 
|homa at 130,000 bbls. a day on January 
| 15, and they figure it was boosted from 
| 121,000 bbls. by the Osage gushers. The 
|December’ deliveries to the trade 
; amounted to 140,000 bbls., which leaves 
10,000 bbls. a day to be taken from 
stocks to keep the refineries going. If 
the gusher period continues the defi- 
ciency will be made up. Some of the 
local refineries are offering increased 
premiums, from 3 to 5 cents in Okla- 
homa, with a report that a Muskogee 
producer is getting 54 cents, 10 cents 
| above the credit balance quotations. On 
'the face of the returns it does not 
|appear likely that enough drilling can 
be done until heavy rains fall to greatly 
augment the field’s production, but one 
never knows for sure just what a 400- 
mile stretch of oil territory will do 
when 500 to 5,000-bbl. wells begin to 
show up long distances apart. 

The Texas Company has not yet 
begun to run the Central Fuel Oil Com- 
pany’s production, but ought to begin 
almost any time now, as several 37,500- 
bbl. iron tanks are completed at the sta- 
tions and the pipe lines have been com- 
pleted north of Bartlesville, to the Hog- 
shooter district and to the Osage prop- 
erties. The Tulsa refinery of The 
Texas Company will likely run on the 
Central Fuel crude. The production has 
declined some from what it was when 
taken over by the Central company, 
with a number of inside locations on 
some of the leases shut down on the 
sand or shut in waiting for The Texas 
lines. 

There is quite a movement, to and 
fro, of producers, operators and invest- 
ors since the Pawnee county and the 
Osage gushers showed up, the hotel 
lobbies presenting an animated appear- 
ance, and gusher stories are handed 
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out fluently. No trades for production 
have been reported, however, and 
beyond an occasional lease being taken 


the weather and business continue dry ° ° 
i rumors of The Original 


able. ere are ° e e | ° 
ions pe tna, eves | Rigid Reverse AJAX Drilling Engine 





better prices for crude, of prosperous 





; times aS soon as grass comes, etc., but 

: there isn't much doing in Oklahoma MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 

petroleum circles outside of gossip. - ‘ 

| — jax Iron W orks 
CADDO PRODUCTION OFF. CORRY, PA. 

7 Lowest in Eight Months—More Land— Branches in all Oil Producing States 
Some Dusters. pra tang 


SHREVEPORT, La., Jan. 15.—(Spe- 
cial.) —With a slump of 6,000 bbls. in 
production during the last week, Caddo 
is not looking particularly active and 
operators in the field are not feeling 
as optimistic as they did a short time 
ago. The recent developments in sec- 
tion 3-20-16, on the east side of the 
Bayou, have not proved up to expecta- 
tions and while some good wells have 


Stocks all size Engines and Repair Parts 
Carried at all Branches 


California Agency: The California National Supply Co, 
Texas Agency: The National Supply Company of Kansas 
Oklahoma Agency: Frick-Reid Supply Co. 


Tulsa and Bartlesville 


JOHN M. ARTERS, General Sales Agent, 606 Magee Bldg, 














4 been completed, the failures and small’ 
: wells have more than offset the good PITTSBURG, PA. 
‘ones, especially in view of the fact that 
the big wells have shown very little 
staying power and are declining in t 
production very rapidly. Not only is 


this true in section 3 but in the older 


portions of the field, in sections 27, 33 
miraemneaent diner atl ROSS-MEEHAN FOUNDRY Co 
gone, the entire Harts Ferry district Ps 


he having only 14,000 bbls. The decrease 
c has hit the Standard and Producers MANUFACTURERS 0F—__—— 
; companies the heaviest, the Standard 
e having approximately 4,000 bbls. and Grey, Malleable pie Vanadium Steel Castings for 
} i; the Producers 3,000 bbls., the Gulf Com- Oi 1 P d d R & 
i pany leading with 7,000 bbls. When it 1 roaucers an enners 


'¢ is considered the Standard bought the 
a Trees property mainly on the Stiles RIVER CLAMPS A SPECLAL TY 

: : lease production, which was making 

approximately 7,000 bbls. when the deal 


: went through, and is today making CHATTANOOGA, ni 7 TENN., U~. S. A. 








3 only a little over 1,060 bbls., a loss of 
' Se nearly 6,000 bbls. in less than two 
. ® months, it looks more and more like 
4 this company got stung even if the pur- | . 
chase price was only one-fifth of the — 





reported amount. 


Bo nage OIL CITY BOILER WORKS 


discovered, each apparently having no 
MAIN OFFICE AND.WORKS, OIL CITY, PA. 


connection with the others. The Trees 
Oil Company drilled its No. 4 in section == Manufacturers of 
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completed in section 27, coming in at 
3,500 bbls. and increased to 11,000 bbls., | 
being immediately followed by ‘Trees | 
oe No. 9, an offset in the same section, 
making 7,000 bbls. These wells were 
the only big producers of the section 


and are practically non-producing at 
this time. Two or three months later 
the Producers Oil Company completed 
No. 6 Levee Board, in section 33-21-16, 


an 18,000-bbl. well, being the largest 
completed to that date in the field. This 


was followed by the same company’s 8 ‘ e 

No. 12 Levee Board, estimated at 20,000 

bbls. and by Trees No. 2 Jeff Hart and | e u 1e8 
No. 20 Stiles, both 5,000-bbl. wells. Sev 





§ 27-21-16, in November, 1909, a 3,500-bbl. 

) well, and the following March the Guf- EUREKA DRILLING ENGINES IMPROVED GAS ENGINES 
} fey (Gulf Refining) Company completed STEEL PORTABLE BOILERS 

J its first big well in the field, No. 1 Burr, | tig Sean tu atlilig aik  be h: ee. Require less gas per horse-power than any gas engine 
: the well having an initial production of | 3 , sold in the oil country. ASK _THE MAN WHO USES THEM 
5; 2,400 bbis., being located about two| Two Cycle Gas Engines with Reverse Gear, built ¥: 

’ miles southwest of-Trees No. 4, across | specially for oil field work, will handle rods, tubing, casing, GEARY WATER TUBE BOILERS 
: the state line in Texas. The following | drilling and cleaning-out tools equal tog steam engine. All Steel Construction. Safe, Durable, Economical. 

J month the Producers first big well in} TANKS AND STEEL PLATE WORK CASTINGS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 

l the district, Levee Board No. 1, a Prices quoted on application ae ee ane Correspondence solicited 








Pw Ne ee OS lm .hClU® 


— 


Sev- 
eral other wells were completed in this 
section by the Trees and Producers 
companies but did not amount to much. 
Today, these big wells live in memory 















































. e . eo 
2 only, but a few hundred bbls. bein I p d L S D l] EK 
oe 8 mprove one tar ring Hngines 
5 It was during the big noise in section S ° 
1 33 that the Rita Oil and Development H p D ll ge P 
7 Company, a New Orleans” concern, ar er rl In) umps 
" _ drilled a well on a 10-acre lease in 
2 section 15-21-16, almost two miles due 
5 north from the discovery well, getting SOLD ON QUALITY TO THOSE WHO WANT THE BEST 
a 1,500-bbl. producer. Other companies a 
1 got busy with the result that a few 
x wells have been small producers with 
2 about an equal number of failures, the HOUSTON TEXA 
1 section not now being regarded as pro- ’ 2 . S, U. S. A. 
be lific. Then came Atlanta No. 1, in sec- : 
1 tion 3-20-16, across the Bayou, in the j 








20 
direction of the old wells near Oil City. 
This well was completed September 2 
last, making 22,000 bbls. the first 24 
hours, easily the largest wel! in the 
field. 

A Busy Section. 


22 
33 


With sections 27 and dead, the 
Texas pool controlled by the Gulf Refin- 
ing Company, and section 15 weak, the 
new territory in section 3 offered the 
only refuge for operators and they lost 
no time, this section being now the 
busiest spot in the field. Soon after the 
completion of the Atlanta well the 
Standard Oil Company, having pur- 
chased the Trees property, completed 
two wells in the same section, one 
flowing 7,000 bbls. and the other 1,500 
bblis., these wells making respectively 
at this time 1,300 bbls. ‘and 350 bbls. 
The Producers Oil Company completed 
Russell No. 1, flowing 1,100 bbls. and 
Perry No. 1, flowing 200 bbls. both wells 
combined not exceeding 500 bbls. at 
present. The Gulf Refining Company 
completed Surrey No. 2, flowing 1,800 
bbls.; Surrey No. 4, a new well this past 
week, flowing 1,100 bbls.; Leggitt 
No. 1, making 200 bbls.; Simms No. 1, 
making 200 bbls., and Guy No. 1, one 
and one-quarter miles northeast, show- 
ing for a very small pumper. S&S. S. 
Hunter drilled No. 1 Stinson into salt 
water. Caldwell No. 1 is a 200-bbl. well, 
and the Higgins Oil and Fuel Com- 
pany’s No. 1 Tilly is making 200 bbls. 
D. C. Richardson drilled a dry hole to 
the east. Thus it will be seen that sec- 
tion 3 is uncertain at this time, hence 
the indigo. 

That the pools are not connected is 
proved by the number of dry holes 
drilled between. That a main pool 
exists somewhere in the vicinity is the 
belief of all, the number of rigs attest- 
ing to that belief. The Burr well of 
the Gulf Company, almost a year old, is 
still making above bbls. every 24 
hours. Four other wells have been 
drilled nearby, all producers, the total 
production from these wells being 2,504 
bbls. 


500 


New Land Deals. 

Trading in land has been very brisk 
the past week, the Standard Oil Com- 
pany and Koster Oil Company getting 
the bulk of the stuff. The Standard 
bought 160 acres from D. C. Richardson 
in sections 25 and 36-21-16, on both 
sides of the railroad north of Caddo 
City. paying $100 per acre and leased 
40 acres additional from the same party 
in section 36-21-16. This company alsG 
bought 160 acres from Smith-Henderson 
& Bernstein in section 12-21-16 for $206 
per acre and leased 80 acres from 
Sutherlin, Colgate & Draiss in section 
36-21-16 for $200 per acre and royalty 
This company leased 300 acres 
from Carrie B. Christian in section 
27-21-15, north of Pine Island, for $106 
per acre and royalty. The Gulf Refin- 
ing Company leased 40 acres in 4-20-16 
from the Levee Board, paying $150 ana 
royalty. The Dutch company, called the 
Koster Oil Company, has closed a deai 
for Savage Brothers’ property near Oil 
City, consideration not known. Savage 
Brothers drilled the first well in the 
field. 

The recent trading for lands near Oil 
City and Pine Island has caused a great 
deal of speculation, it being pretty hard 
to determine what the above companies 
hope to accomplish in these places. 
Several years ago, both districts were 
thoroughly tested and while oil was 
found, there was hardly enough to 
operate the wells for a profit. The 
claim around the Oil City district 
that some of the wells were not drilled 
deep enough and that the deep tests 
were junked. This always a stock 
expression of those having lands to 
dispose of, but in this case can hardly 
be considered, for the Gulf and Pro- 
ducers companies have never been 
known to quit a field without a thor- 
ough test and the numerous wells 
drilled by these companies before they 
moved the rigs to more fertile fields 
will disprove the above assertion. The 
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Pine Island district has always been a 
very wet country, both on top and 
below, the water below giving the 
operators cold feet. Of course it is 
remotely possible that another pool 
exists in these places but it is hardly 
likely. The Gulf Refining Company has 
a number of small pumpers near Oil 
City which it is operating for the pur- 
pose of making money out of the refined 
product, the wells being operated at a 
from a production point of view, 
and it may be the Standard is figuring 
on some such basis, having a skimming 
plant under construction in the field 
and a 6-inch branch line from the field 
to its main line from Oklahoma to the 
Baton Rouge refinery. 
Some Dry Holes. 

Standard Oil Company has aban- 
doned Stewart No. 1 and Mothershed 
No. 1, near Rodessa, close to the north 
state line, the former at 3,120 feet and 
the latter about 3,150 feet. No showing 
was found in either. 

The Pure Oil Company's No. 1 Levee 
Board, section 3-20-16, 2.500 feet south- 
of Atlanta No. 1, water 


loss 


The 


west is a salt 
well. 

Etchison No. 1 
21-16, is in salt water at 


oil or gas. 


15- 
no 


Heilprin, section 
2,324 feet, 


Drilling Wells. 

The Jeems Bayou Hunting and Fish- 
ing Club No. 1 is showing little gas and 
oil at 2,276 feet. It is located nearly 
one mile south of Atlanta No. 1. Stand- 
ard No. 5 Helpman, in section 16-21-16, 
is drilling at 2,240 feet, and Jeff Hart 
Nos. 3 and 4, in section 34-21-16, are 
fishing jobs. Busch-Everett No. 3 fee, 
section 15-21-16, down 2,260 feet. 
Producers No. 1 Harrel, in section 4-21- 
setting packer to shut off salt 
water. The Sun Company has started 
a well in section 28-22-16 on the Hartzo 
tract. The Ninety-Nine Pumping Com- 
pany is fishing for 2%-inch drill stem 
at 3.060 feet. 

The Barnes Oil Company’s test in sec- 
tion 2-20-16, 4,800 feet due east of 
Atlanta No. 1, is drilling below 1,909 
feet. This well should test the terri- 
tory towards Oil City. 

The Sun Company is rigging 
drill on the W. E. Taylor tract 
southeast corner of the Nall survey 
Texas. The well located close 
Producers No. 1 Colgin, a small pumper. 
The lease was originally held by the 
Guffey company, who relinquished it. 

Braden & Hirsch are down 2,400 feet 
on their test on the Oscar Hope tract 
in Texas. A. ¥. B. 
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Summary of 1910 Operations. 
Comp. Prod. Dry. 
January 58 3,143 15 
February 3,200 11 
1,480 
8,780 
3,325 
5,107 
9,770 


Gas 


September 
October 
November 
December 

Total 

Total 1909..... 


35,563 


Difference 


VINTON PRODUCING 27,000 BBLS. 


Producers Taxing Storage Facilities in 
New Louisiana Pool. 

(Special Telegram to The Journal., 
BEAUMONT, Tex., Jan. 19.—Vinton, 
the Louisiana town 39 miles east of 
Beaumont and 54 miles west of Jen- 
nings, is the best bet in the Gulf Coast 
country at present. With a daily pro- 
duction of 27,000. bbls., the new field 
is surpassing all expectations. 
The record of the past 

speaks for itself: 
January 16, Vinton 
pany’s No. 3, northwest corner 


ten days 


Petroleum Com- 
of a 
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20-acre lease offsetting the Gulf Re- 
fining Company’s No. 1 Vincent, com- 
pleted and flowing 5,000 bbls. 

January 14, Stewart Oil Company’s 
No. 1 (the first venture of a new com- 
pany, at that) starts flowing at rate 
of 7,500 bbls., and is now making 5,000 
bbls., the gas pressure cutting down 
production, 

January 13, Wilson-Tucker test com- 
pleted, flowing 5,000 bbls. and still keep- 
ing it up at that pace. 

Vinton Petroleum Company’s No. 1 
flowing 4,000 bbls. and same company’s 
No. 2 making 2,000 bbls. 

The Gulf Refining Company’s No. 1 
Vincent, now opened wide, is making a 
tremendous volume of gas and 5,000 
bbls. of oil. Gulf's No. 2 Gardner-Gray 
flowing trough two lead lines and pro- 
ducing 5,000 bbls. It was necessary to 
build a barricade to keep No. 1 Vincent 
from blowing all over the country. 

The Vinton Petroleum Company has 
contracted for 100,000 bbls. with the 
Higgins Oil and Fuel Company, to be 
delivered in 90 days, price unknown. 
The Stewart Oil Company contracted 
1,500 bbls. per day with The Texas 
Company. The Wilson-Tucker Com- 
pany also closed a contract with The 
Texas Company for 1,500 bbls. per day 
minimum at 45 cents. The Gulf is stor- 
ing 1,500 bbls. per day for the Vinton 
Petroleum Company. A. VV. B: 

VINTON COMING FAST. 
Two Big Wells Last Week—More Due 
Soon—A Town Boom. 

BEAUMONT, Tex., Jan. 16.—(Special.) 
—A 7,500-bbl. gusher, the largest for 
many years in the Gulf Coast country, 
was completed Saturday by the Stewart 
Oil Company on a 1-acre lease at Vin- 
ton, La. Directly between the big well 
of the Gulf Refining Company, com- 
pleted December 23, and the Wilson- 
Tucker well, completed Thursday; a big 
well was expected, but even the most 
Sanguine expectations did not reach 
the production the well is making. 

Th Stewart Oil Company, a New Or- 
leans concern, was organized a few 
months ago, its first venture resulting 
in the big well. It is located in the 
northwest corner of the southwest 
quarter of section 34-12-12, 200 feet 
south of Gulf No. 1 Vincent, and an 
equal distance north of the Wilson- 
Tucker well. The well had been drilled 
to the sand early in the week and was 
shut in waiting on strainer, the well at 
that time showing big. <A 50,000-bbl. 
earthen tank was built, but unless the 
company can increase its storage the 
well will probably have to be pinched 
down until the oil can be handled. 

Another Big Producer. 

Another well which added 5,000 bbls. 
to production was the Wilson-Tucker 
well, completed the latter part of the 
week. This well is on a 2-acre tract, 
500 feet almost due north of the Vinton 
Petroleum Company's No. 2 and about 
the same distance south of Gulf No. 1 
Vincent. This well had about 70 feet 
of sand and it was a foregone conclu- 
sion early in the week that it would 
make a fine well. On account of scarcity 
of tankage the well is pinched, making 
about 3,000 bbls. The company has a 
50,000-bbl. earthen storage tank and 
will build additional storage at once. 

In the meantime, no change is noticed 
in the other big producers, the Vinton 
Petroleum Company’s No. 1. (better 
known as Benckenstein No. 1) is flow- 
ing 4,000 bbls. This well flows steadily 
through the 4-inch casing and by heads 
through the 6-inch making a_ solid 
stream going in the big earthen tank, 
which has a capacity of 200,000 bbls. 

Restricted Area. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the 
field is doing far and above expecta- 
tions and that it leads by a big margin 
any Gulf Coast field, and is even ahead 
of Caddo, it must still be taken into 
consideration that the’ producing area 
at present is very limited, as a thou- 
sand square feet would include every 
big well, : 





Thursday, 


The showing of the Gulf well on the 
Hooks-Gardner lease 1,600 feet due 
north leads to the belief that the field 
extends that far and in that direction. 
If such is the case and a big well is 
brought in on that lease, then Vinton 
must be figured on as one of the biggest 
fields in the history of the Gulf Coast 
country. 

The showing of the Gardner-Noble 
test, 2,000 feet due northwest, is dis- 
appointing so far, the well drilling 
below 2,230 feet. Some soft formation 
was struck and the well showed a little 
oil but not enough to make a paying 
well. 

The well on the Hooks lease, 1,500 
feet northwest of production, is down 
2,250 feet, so far dry. 

The Producers well on the Vincent 
lease, 500 feet northeast of the Gulf 
well on the same lease, is bailing, show- 
ing a little oil and a great deal of 
water, making it appear more and more 
that the producing wells are on the 
very edge of the pool or on a lead. The 
Producers Oil Company has made three 
new locations, Benckenstein 2, Gulf 2 
and Underwood Nazro 1, all offsets to 
producers. 


Vinton Has Real Boom. 


The early boom days of the Gulf 
Coast fields are being lived over again 
at Vinton. Buildings are stringing up, 
stores have been opened, restaurants 
and hotels are doing the proverbial 
land-office business and there is a con- 
stant stream of teams going between 
the field and town, presenting by far 
the busiest oil field in the Gulf Coast 
district. 

Some of the operators are holding 
their oil for 55 cents while others have 
offered theirs for 40 cents at the field, 
adding seven and one-half cents for 
deliveries on cars. Several companies 
are after the oil and it is likely by this 
time that some contracts have been 
closed. 

Markham. 

Although Hardy No. 26 was completed 
as a 400-bbl. pumper, the past week has 
been very disastrous to the Markham 
field, the production slumping to less 
than 2,500 bbls. per day. All the wells 
are off, a bad feature being the pres- 
ence of b. s. and water in the field. 
Producers Oil Company’s No. 1 Clem, 
the big well purchased from the Clem 
Oil Company, is down to 600 bbls. of 
fluid, 90 per cent b. s. and water; No. 2 
Clem is flowing 200 bbls. of good oil 
and No. 3 Clem is making nothing but 
b. s. and water. Hardy Oil Company 
Nos. 22, 25 and 26 are making 900 bbls. 
per day and No. 24, the erstwhile big 
flowing well, which shut off and was 
cleaned out, is making very little oil. 
The Pay Streak Oil Company No. 1 is 
flowing 500 bbls. every 24 hours, This 
is the well which was leased from the 
Hardy Oil Company, deepened and came 
in last spring, flowing steadily for 
nearly 8 months before it was killed by 
the big well of the Hardy Oil Com- 
pany. It is thought the gas pressure in 
Hardy No. 26 has had an effect on this 
old well in starting it to flow again. 
Pay Streak No. 2 is still flowing 200 
bbls., but No. 38, the 7,000-bbl. well 
which quit, is now pumping nothing but 
salt water. The Clem Oil Company has 
two producing wells making 500 bbls. 
Burke Oil Company has one small pro- 
ducer and Square Deal Oil Company's 
two pumpers are good for 100 bbls. 

The outlook is very encouraging, but 
future drilling may find a lead from the 
very rich pool found several months 
ago, and another revival in the field 
take place. 

Saratoga. 

Paggi Brothers completed a 15-bbl. 
well, No. 16 Kirby, the only one during 
the week. The Sun Company’s No. 50 
Ogden, Cotton Oil Company No. 4 fee 
and Producers No. 5 Nancy Fuller are 
drilling, the latter having a fishing job 
at 2,200 feet. 
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Batson. 

No completions were reported in this 
field the past week, three wells drilling, 
one abandoned and one rig up, Paraffin 
Oil Company No. 2, Colorado Syndicate, 
being the abandoned well. Guffey No. 
52 Choate (deeper), Sun Company No. 
42 Milhome, and Christian No. 26 Mil- 
home are drilling, and McBee No. 3 
Sharpe is rigging up. 

Sour Lake. 

One well was completed in this field 
during the week, The Texas Company 
getting a dry hole, No. 164 fee. The Gil- 
bert Oil Company deepened its No. 5, 
Hardin county, the well pumping 75 
bbls., and Robinson deepened old No. 9, 
making 35 bbls. Six wells are drilling, 
four rigs up, three shut down. Baskari 
No. 1 Jackson and Kent Oil Company 
No. 1 have been abandoned. 

Spindletop. 

Only one well was completed, Wilson 
& Broach No. 24 Heywood, a gasser suf- 
ficiently large to fire several boilers. 
Hunter and others No. 2 Weed came in a 
water well and efforts are now being 
made to reset strainer. Eight wells are 
drilling, nine rigs up and one shut 
down. The Unity Oil Company is trying 
to pull strainer on an old well to reset 
and the Sun Company is sidetracking 
strainer on No. 39, Star and Crescent. 

Goose Creek. 

There is no change in the drilling sit- 
uation at this place, neither the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company nor Patillo Higgins 
completing their tests. 
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denies. 

The Crowley Oil and Mineral Com- 
pany is drilling one hole and fishing on 
another in this field. 

Anse La Butte and Welsh. 

The Rowson Oil Company succeeded 
in shutting off the water in No. 3 Beg- 
naud, the well now pumping 50 bbls. 
In the latter field no completions during 
the week are reported. 

Land Deal. 

It is reported The Texas Company has 
closed a deal with John A. Garvy, of 
Redondo Beach, Cal., by which it leases 
from Garvy 2,400 acres of land in the 
oil basin in Toyah, paying therefor a 
bonus of $2.50 per acre. The fact that 
this land is located in the oil basin will 
be good news to The Texas Company, 
former tests by this company having 
failed to locate the oil. 

Texas-Louisiana-Arkansas Wildeats. 

A show of oil was reported in a water 
well being drilled near Hammond, La., 
46 miles north of New Orleans, on the 
I. Cc. R. R. It is reported a Baton 
Rouge oil company has leased the land 
and will make a test. 

The Sandy Creek Oil Company, near 
Calvert, Tex., has a showing at 927 
feet. 

The Trinity Oil and Gas Company, 
capitalized at $10,000, will drill a test 
one mile east of town. 

The Spider Oil Company, drilling near 
Mansfield, La., is down 800 feet. 

Local parties drilling at Faith, Ark., 
12 miles southwest of Pine Bluff, are 
encouraged over a reported showing at 
1,200 feet. 

Bridgeport, Ill., parties are going to 
make a test at Dunn, Ark., four miles 
northeast of Faith, drilling the well 
with cable tools. 

Harper & Little are drilling a well 
12 miles southeast of Texarkana for 
the Texarkana Oil and Gas Company. 
Ae VB; 
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Quotations on Credit Balances as Posted by 
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Kansas and Oklahoma. 


Prairie O. & G. Co., all grades........... 44 
Gulf Pipe Line Company.............++.. 44 
ee ES. SOG. i. nose viene cee sesenvs 44 
Caddo. 
GS Ws 6 ow ov vs ewe cen sccessdcees cis 44 
North Texas. 
OE TOI sna wise cnne conse scvcevesnic 58 
Corsicana, heavy........ Sebesnounsessea se 53 
BENNO Sc cnccscceseccesccwccssecevceue 53 
Southeast Texas. 
PE. ccascocsthhes cudséneeeces ere 
ere eset 
PORESOR . ccccvessccossecscccecovccce eoccccte 
PE. sustsnvaccussbeon'es Jan bebe eae 042 
EEUMDIS 2. cccccccccsccccescccece cecccece 272 
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Eastern States. 
ee ree iTS $1.30 
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Mercer County Black Oil............. 87 
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Illinois, under 30 degrees.........+...- -52 
Princeton, Ind. ......cccccccccrccsecces -60 
Somerset ..nccccccccccvccvevscsccsccsses -72 
Ragland ....cccccscccccccsccccscccsecs -45 
GOBER occ cc ieccccvesicccccscesccesces 1.24 
California. 
AC WOMB Scccccccccscssnccccccccenscccses 30 
Delivered, bay points. .........s+e.eeeeeee 70 








WATER SCARCE IN ILLINOIS. 
County Alone Keeps’ the 
Production Up. 

ROBINSON, IIl., Jan. 17.—(Special.)— 
The searcity of water for drilling pur- 
poses make completions of drilling wells 
very slow in the Illinois field. Not only 
the older development is suffering, but 
the fields in Marion county, at Sandoval 
and other points, are suffering as well. 
Less completions are reported than for 
any time within the past five years. 
The production of the state is gradually 
declining and were it not for the fine 
staying qualities of the wells of Law- 
rence county a few months’ heavy pull 
on the production would see a vast 
change in the averages. The Lawrence 
county deep sand fields are now pro- 
ducing more oil daily than the fields in 
Clarke, Crawford, Edgar, Jasper, Cum- 
berland and Coles counties combined. 
The daily production in the shallow 
sand- fields of Clarke county is nothing 
to compare with what it was a couple of 
years ago, and the Crawford county 
field is doing about one-third of what 
it did at that time, while Lawrence 
county is holding its own by the com- 
pletion of new wells, but not increasing 
the production to any extent. The San- 
doval pool, where there are close to 60 
producing wells, has a steady produc- 
tion of close to 3,500 bbls. a day, and 
with the bringing in of good producers, 
as is generally the case, the production 
shows a slight increase with the com- 
pletion of even one well, the territory 
holding up so nicely. 

The best well reported during the 
week in the shallows sands is the Ohio 
Oil Company’s on the C. Wekeman 
farm, section 8, Oblong township, Craw- 
ford county, and located southeast of 
Oblong. This well shows for better 
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than a century producer. This territory 
is among the best staying stuff in the 
Crawford county field. 

The Shafer-Smathers Company had 
quite a loss a few days ago by the 
burning down of their gas station on 
the H. F. Jones farm, in section 12, 
Honey Creek township, Crawford 
county. The plant caught fire from 
escaping gas. The station is near Flat 
Rock, and was used for forcing the gas 
to Vincennes and consequently Vin- 
cennes has been short of gas for a few 
days. The station had only been com- 
pleted a few weeks. 

W. C. Kennedy and others drilled 
their deep test on the J. Stifle farm, in 
the southeast quarter of section 8, Ob- 
long township, Crawford county, to a 
depth of 1,800 feet. The venture has 
been abandoned as worthless. There 
have been about 15 deep tests made in 
Crawford county at a cost of about 
$75,000 with no results obtained from 
the expenditure, and as the county has 
been pretty well tested in a deep way 
the chances for the finding of oil below 
the regular producing sands looks very 
discouraging. 

Craig & Lowrie have at last given up 
all hopes of finding a pay sand in their 
test well on the C. L. Petty farm, sec- 
tion 14, Martin township, Crawford 
county, and between the Hardinsville 
pool of that township and the develop- 
ments in the northern part of Petty 
township, Lawrence county. The well 
was drilled to a depth of 1,900 feet and 
has been abandoned as worthless. 

W. L. Curtis found a stray sand in his 
No. 10 on the E. L. Frazier farm, in 
section 30, Oblong township, Crawford 
county, at a depth of 1,387 feet and is 
putting it to pumping. The well shows 
for a very light producer from the new 
sand. 

In Licking township, Crawford 
county, R. A. and J. B. Crawford’s No. 6, 
on the northwest corner of the Thomas 
Geff farm, section 1, produced 100 bbls. 
James M. Fast, receiver, drilled in a 
50-bbl. well in No. 11 on the southeast 
corner of the S. C. Bowman farm, sec- 
tion 11, and the Fulton Oil and Gas 
Company's No. 22, Samuel M. Fitch farm, 
section 2, produced 50 bbls. WHIT. 

NEW OHIO PROSPECTS. 
Old Clinton Gas ‘Territory Is Being 
Drilled for Oil. 

LIMA, O., Jan. 17.—(Special.)—Since 
the completion of the good gas well 
near the town of Christiansburg, in the 
southwestern part of Champaign county, 
and the finding of a gas well and a cou- 
ple of small oil wells in Hardin county, 
leasers have started working in that 


direction, and lands are now being 
leased in Hardin, Logan, Shelby, Cham- 
paign and as far south as Clarke 


county, near Springfield. This territory 
is in the southern end of the old Tren- 
ton Rock fields, and will be given a few 
tests early in the spring. 

Another favored spot at the present 
time is in Medina county, where a couple 
of tests put down by the Logan Natural 
Gas Company have proven produ- 
cing wells in the Clinton sand. The 
Stranahan farm well in Litchfield town- 
ship, and near the town of Litchfield, 
is producing 25 bbls. a day, and the 
Holliday farm well in the same neigh- 
borhood is producing 35 bbls., with No. 
1 on the Wilson farm, in the sand. This 
new development is about 30 miles 
southwest of Cleveland, and present 
indications are that the Clinton sand 
field will extend north to Lake Erie. 
Lying between the Medina development 
and the field at Bremen in Fairfield and 
the Junction City field in Perry county 
is a large scope of gas territory, cover- 
ing Wayne, Ashland, Knox, Holmes, 
Coshocton, Licking and Muskingum 
counties, and it is in all these counties 
that a large amount of leasing has been 
going on for the past several months. 

In Holmes county the test well of the 
Buckeye State Oil and Fuel Company on 





the John Arnold farm, in Killbuck 
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township, in the southwestern part of 
Holmes county, will be drilled to the 
Trenton Rock for a test. This is an 
important venture and its outcome will 
be watched with interest. This com- 
pany has secured a block of over 30,000 
acres and will do a large amount of test 
work through the northern central por- 
tion of Ohio. This well is between the 
the developments in Muskingum county 
and those of Medina county. 

In the _ Tiffin district, in Clinton 
township, Seneca county, the Sun Com- 
pany’s No. 7 on the Orphans’ Home 
farm, in the southwest quarter of sec- 
tion 32, and south of Tiffin, reported 
during December, has been given a 
shot and on January 2 pumped 25 bbls. 
and was not pumped off when the rig 
caught fire from the boiler and was 
burned down, entailing quite a loss to 
the owners. It is being put into pro- 
ducing shape again and has all the ear- 
marks of a good producer. 

Work in the Bremen field is getting 
more brisk than for the past couple of 
months. The Carter Oil Company is 
doing the bulk of the work on a large 
acreage. Much litigation over some of 
the early stock companies formed in the 
field is now going through the courts 
and many receivers are being appointed. 

One of the best producerg in the 
Bremen-Junction City field is the Mt. 
Hope Oil and Gas Company’s well on the 
Stoner farm. This well is still in the 
century class. The Stetson Oil and Gas 
Company is down about 1,200 feet in its 
weil on the W. H. Petty farm. 

The Ileen Oil and Gas Company's well 
at New Straitsville, in Perry county, is 
reported as making a good showing 
after being shot. The well made a cou- 
ple of flows after being cleaned out 
after the shot. 

A number of the companies operating 
in the Junction City end of the Clinton 
sand field are contemplating putting in 
gasoline plants on their leases. They 
figure that they can realize some money 
from a plant of this kind, as they have 
surplus gas that they can not utilize. 


hk. H. W. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA GRADES. 


Wetzel. County Pool Does Not 
Look So Good. 

PITTSBURG, Pa., Jan. 15.—(Special.) 
—The first half of the month closes 
with little, if any, change in the situa- 
tion in the West Virginia and south- 
eastern Ohio fields. 

The completion of the second test on 
the Margaret J. Welch farm, located on 
Fishing Creek, in Grant district, Wet- 
zel county, marked only a fair producer, 
and affords little hope of developing a 
new Gordon sand pool in that locality. 
The initial production of this second 
well was not nearly as large as the first, 
but the development now under way in 
that section, to be completed during the 
coming week, should give a better idea 
of its possibilities, as a new Gordon 
sand pool. 

In the Middle Island Creek develop- 
ment, in Ellsworth district, Tyler 
county, which was regarded as a pos- 
sible new Big Injun pool, the well 
drilled in by the Middle Island Creek 
Oil Company, and which started flowing 
at the rate of 10 bbls. an hour, rapidly 
drilled itself into salt water and stopped 
flowing. This gives a little setback to 
the hope of finding a new Big Injun 
pool. The well on the Crow farm is 
gradually declining in production. 

Roane county is still leading the 
southwestern counties, both in comple- 
tions and in new work under way. Dur- 
ing the past week it added 70 bbls. a 
day of new oil production and one fair 
gasser to its credit. 

Harrison county, which occupies sec- 
ond place in activity and scope of terri- 
ory drilling, is rapidly forging ahead as 
a gas-producing county. It completed 
during the past week five good gas 
wells. Its famous Shinnston pool is 
headed for the less than 100-bbl. list. 


New 





Only one well in that pool, the Dora 








Thursday, 


Bartlett, drilled by the South Penn 


Oil Company, and still holding at 116 
bbls. per day, exceeds the 100-bbl. class. 
Gilmer, Wetzel, Lewis and Lincoln 
counties each helped to swell the total 
of fair gas wells, but added little new 
oil production to their credit. Many 
locations have been made all through 
the Southwest and there seems to be no 
let up in prosecuting new work. 
Southeastern Ohio. 

The Clinton sand fields, in Perry and 
Fairfield counties, are easily the most 
active sections in the southeastern Ohio 
territory. There is an immense amount 
of work under way and in prospect, and 
the past week has been a successful one 
for the operators. One hundred and 
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twenty-five bbls. per day of new produc- 
tion stand as the result of the week’s 
work. 

Washington, Morgan and Monroe 
counties have completed a large num- 
ber of wells, but none better than the 
Producers and Refiners Oil Company 
No. 3, on the Charles Cawley farm, 
which started off at 45 bbls. per day 
from the first Cow Run sand, The 
majority of the completions were in the 
10-bbl. per day class. Several dusters 
were drilled. D. 8. W. 





LITTLE WORK IN KENTUCKY. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Jan. 17.—(Special.) 
—In the Kentucky regions there is 
practically nothing doing outside of a 
few wells drilling in the Parmleyville 


and Mt. Pisgah districts in Wayne 
county, and a few scattering wells in 
outside . counties. When the. spring 


season opens up there should be some 
test work south of the Indiana and IIlli- 
nois fields on the Kentucky side of the 
Ohio river, as much leasing has been 
done there of late. Only one well is 
reported from the Kentucky field for 
the week and that was a duster drilled 
by the Wood Oil Company in No. 2 on 
the George Sandusky farm, in the Mt. 
Pisgah district, Wayne county. The 
runs from the wells of the state for the 
past week totaled 6,572 bbls. 


MEXICAN GUSHER A WONDER. 





Production of Pearson’s New Well Esti- 
mated at 125,000 Bblis. 
TAMPICO, Jan. 17.—(Special.) 
—It is claimed by Lord Cowdray, of 
London, England, who is better known 
as Sir Weetman Pearson, that the oil 
well which the Mexican Eagle Petro- 
leum Company brought in on January 8, 
at Potrero del Llanos, about 85 miles 
southwest of Tampico, is the biggest 
producer in the world. Lord Cowdray 
was in the City of Mexico when the 
wonderful strike of oil was made and he 
immediately went to the scene of the 
discovery, where he spent more thin a 
week, directing the work of construct- 
ing temporary earthen tanks to care for 
the flow of oil. He says that the most 
conservative estimates of practical oil 
men who have visited the gusher place 
its daily output of oil at 125,000 bbls. 
The bringing in of this phenomenal 
producer of oil has caused great excite- 
ment among the owners of oil lands and 
leases all through the Gulf coast region 
below Tampico. The 
regarded as specially significant from 
the fact that it is the first really deep 
well to be drilled in this region. The 
oil flow was struck at a depth of 2,069 
feet, and overlying the reservoir of oil 
is a solid limestone formation 300 feet 
deep. This cap rock is believed to 
insure the permanency of the well, as it 
gives security against cave-ins and gas 





Mex., 


discovery is 
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blow-outs, which destroyed the great 
Dos Bocas gusher two years ago. 

Lord Cowdray is at the head of the 
Mexican fagle Petroleum Company, 
which owns the Potrero del Llanos 
gusher. The company’s holdings in the 
new field aggregates about 43,000 acres, 
it is stated. Previous to the bringing 
in of the new well it had drilled two 
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shallow wells in the same field, and both 





are producing small quantities of oil. 
Steps have been taken to bore other 
wells there. Orders have already been 
placed for a large amount of steel tank- 
age and pipe for a pipe line that will be 
laid from the field to Tampico, where it 
is reported the Pearsons will erect a 
Db: H. 


roperty when requested. 


rado, California, Wyoming and all ot 


larue reiinety. W. western states of the U. 8 
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give the population of many cities and 





towns in Ohio, which were prominent in 
oil field reports within the past few 
Some of them are as follows: 
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CALIFORNIA FIELDS 


COALINGA, KERN RIVER, 
of MIDWAY, MARICOPA, 


FULLERTON, VENTURA 
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CALIFORNIA’S OUTPUT. 


Production Figures. 

LOS ANGELES, Cal., January 
Special.)—California passed all esti- 
mates in its 1910 production, with 
74,849,700 bbls. to its credit, exclusive 
of a large field consumption. One year 
ago marketing companies were draw- 
ing on their stocks, which consisted of 
14,000,000 bbls., practically all owned by 
the Standard Oil Company. Today the 
stocks are in excess of 31,000,000 bbls., 
of which the Standard owns about one- 
half. / 


December oduction amounted to 
6,111,807 bblis\{ a daily average of 197,- | 


155 bbls. This was an increase of 

303,003 bbls. over the November total, 

or a daily average increase of 3.258 bbls. 
The banner month of the year was 

May, with an output of 7.166,502 bbls., 

a daily average of 231,177 bbls. 

The detailed figures of December pro- 
duction follow: 
District. 

San Joaquin Valley— 
Kern River 
Coalinga 
Midway 
Sunset (Maricopa) 
McKittrick 


Barrels. 


1,018,300 
1,550,000 
1,167,605 
514,600 
Total, San Joaquin Valley 4,677,682 
Southern Fields— 
Salt, Lake—Sherman 
Los Angeles City 
Whittier-Coyote 
Fullerton—Brea Canyon 
Ventura 
Newhall 


240,000 
36,000 
102,000 
410,000 
41,000 
14,500 
Total, Southern Fields 8$43,,500 
Coast Fields— 
Santa Maria 
Summerland 


585,000 
5 ) r 





590,625 


6,111,807 


completed 


Total, Coast Fields 
Total, all Fields 

The summaries of wells 
during December, and number of pro- 
ducing wells in each field, follow: 

Coalinga—Field fuel 30,000 bbls; produc- 
ing wells 713 active, 140 idle; drilling wells 
144 active, 29 idle; 16 new rigs and 18 com- 

etions. / 
or River—Producing wells, active 1609, 
idle 127; drilling wells, active 37, idle 7; 
drilling wells, active 240 (including Buena 
Vista and Elk Hills); idle 60; 
21; new rigs 703. 

Maricopa—Producing 
drilling 79, suspended 35; 
rigs 48. ; 

seckKittrick—Prodecing 211, idle 29; drill- 
ing 6, suspended 16; completed 3; new rigs 5. 

Salt Lake-Sherman—Producing wells, 265 
active, 18 idle; 2 completions; drilling wells, 
16 active, 11 idle; 5 new rigs. Field fuel, 
5,000 bbls. 

Los Angeles City—Producing 
Field fuel, 600 bbls. 

Whittier-Coyotes — Producing wells, 133 
active, 5 idle; drilling wells, 20 active; 4 new 
rigs. Field fuel. 5,000 bbls. 

Newhali—Producing wells, 74 v 
idle: 1 completion; drilling wells, 7 active, 2 
Field fuel. 2,000 bbls. 


wells 141, idle 112; 
completed 4; new 


wells, 


active, 6 


idle. 


drilling wells, 53 


ducing wells 305, 5 idle; ; 
rigs. 


active, 1 idle; 1 completion; 
Field fuel, 6,400 bbls. 

Ventura County—Producing 
active, 29 idle; drilling wells. 27 
idle: 4 completions; 6 new rigs. 
5,000 bbis. 

Santa Maria, Lompoc and Cat Canyon— 
Field fuel, 15,000 bbls; producing wells, 217 
active, 18 idle; drilling wells, 49 active. 17 
idle; 1 new rig; no completions. 

Summerland—135 wells producing, 20 idle. 

Notes of the Fields. : 

Six 70-horsepower boilers were in- 
stalled to smother by steam the flames 
from the Standard’s big well on 30, Mid- 
way, that caught fire Monday, the 9th 
inst. Between these efforts and the 
well’s sanding up on Thursday follow- 


4 new 


wells, 
active, 11 
Field fuel, 


ing, the fire was extinguished without | 


damage to adjoining property. 

The Associated is down more than 
1,100 feet in its first well, in the Lost 
Hills district and has just cemented. 
Reports of a strike are untrue, but at 
this distance from the apex, where the 
Lakeshore drilled, oil was not expected 
until greater depth was obtained, The 


427,177 | 


| “One 
completed | 
| State Building Trades’ 
|}number of 
| leaders, has been forced into the U. S. | 


| liabilities are more than $10,000. 


402. | 
| into 
9 


Fullerton, Brea Canyon and Puente—Pro- | 


270 | 


|interview, expresses his approval of the 


| Associated is operating entirely upon 
=F | patented lands. 
All Records Broken in 1910—December | 

| large patented tracts in the Lost Hills, | 
16.— | 


The Amalgamated, an | 
Associated subsidiary, has also acquired 


part from the Associated and part by 
original purchase or lease. Richard | 
Hastings has applied for franchises for | 
telephone and water pipe line from 
Wasco to the town of Lost Hills. 

The statement in several California | 
papers, that the Lakeview has not 
turned to 50 per cent water, is abso- | 
lutely untrue. The facts are exactly | 
as stated in these columns. The denial | 
is said to have been based upon some 
alleged tests made by a neighboring 
company. If tests were made by com- | 
petent persons they could not have ob- 
tained the results alleged. 

Pipe Line Plans. H 

The Standard Oil Company has started | 
to parallel its Bakersfield to Point Rich- 
mond 8-inch pipe line to give a capacity 
of over 50,000 bbls. a day under ordinary 


| conditions, and over 60,000 bbls. at the) 


limit. 

The Point Richmond refinery’s capac- 
ity is about 28,000 bbls. per day, and | 
unless increased greatly, no motive ap- 
pears for more pipe line facilities unless 
the Standard intends to market crude 
fuel oil, which it has always refrained 
from doing, selling only refinery resid- 
uum as fuel. Los Angeles papers pub- 
lisi: the story of a refinery at Redondo, 
near this city. There is clearly no 
demand for this in the opinion of well- 
posted men. The Standard, however, 
as already stated, has purchased light 
oil in the Whittier field, Los Angeles | 
county, and acquired land for a tank 
farm at Los Nietos, a loading station 
on three railroads for the Whittier, 
Coyotes and Fullerton fields. 

The Guaranty, a Los Angeles com- 
pany, operating in Midway and Coal- 
inga, announces that it will build a 
pipe line from Midway to tidewater, and 


| later, one to Los Angeles. 


Companies Fail. 
The Sunset National, known as the, 
Million Dollar Union Men's Oil 
and promoted by Olaf A. 
secretary of the California 
Council, and a 
union labor | 


Company,” 
Tveitmoe, 


San Francisco 


bankruptcy court by its creditors. Its 
Some 
350 workingmen are said to have been 
induced to invest through its booming 
in labor union circles. | 

The Badger Oil Company, a small con- 
cern on the Kern River Front, has gone 
voluntary bankruptcy, liabilities 
$5,852.13, assets $4,500. 

The Cleveland’s creditors, mostly sup- 
ply men, have seized upon its property | 
and filed an involuntary bankruptcy 
petition in the United States Court. The | 
claims filed are about $10,000. The 
directors, however, admitted in a cir- 
cular a debt of about $50,000 in addition | 


| to $100,000 in bonds. 


Awaiting the Outcome. 
The Honolulu Consolidated, one of the 
largest operators on withdrawn gov- | 
ernment land in Midway, Buena Vista | 


'and Elk Hills, has suspended work on | 


many of its properties awaiting the | 
outcome of the land problem. The) 
chief owner is Capt. Wm. Mattson of | 
Honolulu. } 

U. S. Senator Flint, in a Washington | 


| 


interior department’s bill to empower | 
the President to withdraw oil lands | 
from entry and authorizing their devel- 
opment by the government, when desir- | 
able, to furnish fuel for the navy. 
President Taft. under an order of | 
December 30, has withdrawn 20,000) 


|aeres between the Lost Hills, Devil's | 


Den and Coalinga. | 


| Coalinga have been closed. 


|marily as oil lands but as gypsum lands. 


|}made to conceal the belief that petro- 


R. L. Peeler, secretary of the Wash- 
ington delegation, reports that the yard 
decision, if left in effect, will affect 
$40,000,000 worth of property and invest- 
ments. The committee has collected 
only $350 from some 600 oil companies 
interested, for the expense incurred in 
Washington. The committee's offices in 


Cleims S. P. Lands. * 


J. M. Danziger, a Los Angeles lawyer 
and oil operator, has filed locations on 
91 quarter-sections extending over all 
the Southern Pacific lands in Buena 
Vista and Elk Hills north and west to 
McKittrick, claiming them, not pri- 


Gypsum is found throughout the entire 
west side fields of Kern county, in 
Kings county and in parts of the exten- 
sions of Coalinga. In Midway and Mc- 
Kittrick there are some very large 
bodies, on the strength of which thou- 
sands of acres have been acquired by 
oil operators, especially by the Chans- 
lor-Canfield Midway Oil Company in 
Midway, whose properties are now 
owned by the Santa Fe railroad and 
the Associated, in North Midway and in 
San Luis Obispo county west of McKit- 
trick. The land office has repeatedly 
held that gypsum is a valuable mineral 
and small quantities have been shipped 
to the market from McKittrick, but 
there has been no extensive effort to 
work.it owing to lack of transportation 
and high freight rates. The acquisi- 
tion of oil lands through gypsum loca- 
tions has been sanctioned by many 
patents. It has also been upheld by the 
California courts. No attempt has been 


leum also existed on the land or that 
it was to be developed for petroleum; 
on the contrary, the affidavits in each 
case have distinctly decJared such inten- 
tion. 

Mr. Danziger, who has acted as attor- 
ney for many gypsum locators, will 
bring action on the ground that the 
presence of gypsum was known as it 
was in plain view on the surface and 
he charges fraud on the part of the 
railroad in alleging that it was non- 
mineral when it was patented. He fur- 
ther alleges that part of the land had 
been classified by the surveyor general 





as mineral prior to the Southern 
Pacifie’s application for patent. In one 
case he also claims that an asphalt 
mine was being commercially worked 
before the patent was issued. Mr. Dan- 
ziger has also located two sections in 
the Lost Hills adjoining the Lakeshore 
property, claiming them for gypsum. 


CALIFORNIA OIL PRICES. 

LOS ANGELES, Cal., Jan. 15.—(Spe- 
cial.)—Though prices of oil in some 
portions of the field vary with require- 
ments and contracts, the schedule in 
various fields at this time is approxi- 
mately as given below. To consumers 
the prices range as follows: 
At San Francisco and Bay 

Points (for crude, fuel or 

residuum) 

At Los Angeles and vicinity 
(for crude, fuel or residuum) 

At Los Angeles, oil above 30 
gravity, from Whittier, Ven- 
tura and Puente delivered... 1. 

Field Prices. 

All San Joaquin Valley fields 
for 14 t6 20 gravity at wells 
on daily runs 

On old contracts (no 
ones made public) 

For above 20 gravity (no quo- 
tations on daily runs and no 
recent contracts made pub- 
lic), old contracts range.... 

Coast Regions: 
Santa Maria, 


-60 to $0.80 


-70 to +90 


15 to 1.40 


recent 


to $0.7 


Lompoc and 
Cat Canyon, from 14 to 
15.5 gravity (Cat Canyon 
section) contracts 
Santa Maria proper (old 
contracts, no leases public 
price made) up to 22 
gravity 
Above 22 gravity (last pub- 
lie i 
Summerland, all oil 14 to 15 
gravity (all sold to con- 
sumers at Santa Barbara 
or 
Southern Fields: 
All districts 
road grade oi . 60 
-00 


PETROLIA, TEX., FIELD. 

Three wells are drilling in the 
Petrolia field, as follows: Producers 
Oil Company No. 7 Byers, block 13, and 
Taylor No. 3, block 39, and John Sealy 
Company No. 3 Holloway, block 63. The 
Producers has a rig up for No. 1 Stine 
and has made a new location for Taylor 
No. 4, 150 feet west of Guffey No. 1, 
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